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Ancient Oaxaca
Etlatongo
"Important new synthesis of the Paleoindian through classic periods. Develops an action theory framework to explain
formation of the first Zapotec State and the founding and growth of Monte Alban. Written in an accessible style and
exceptionally well ill

Zapotec Civilization
The Mixtec peoples were among the major original developers of Mesoamerican civilization. Centuries before the Spanish
Conquest, they formed literate urban states and maintained a uniquely innovative technology and a flourishing economy.
Today, thousands of Mixtecs still live in Oaxaca, in present-day southern Mexico, and thousands more have migrated to
locations throughout Mexico, the United States, and Canada. In this comprehensive survey, Ronald Spores and Andrew K.
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Balkansky—both preeminent scholars of Mixtec civilization—synthesize a wealth of archaeological, historical, and
ethnographic data to trace the emergence and evolution of Mixtec civilization from the time of earliest human occupation to
the present. The Mixtec region has been the focus of much recent archaeological and ethnohistorical activity. In this
volume, Spores and Balkansky incorporate the latest available research to show that the Mixtecs, along with their neighbors
the Valley and Sierra Zapotec, constitute one of the world’s most impressive civilizations, antecedent to—and equivalent
to—those of the better-known Maya and Aztec. Employing what they refer to as a “convergent methodology,” the authors
combine techniques and results of archaeology, ethnohistory, linguistics, biological anthropology, ethnology, and
participant observation to offer abundant new insights on the Mixtecs’ multiple transformations over three millennia.

The Lienzo of Tulancingo, Oaxaca
A Case Study in the Relationship Between Social Complexity and the Organization of Ceramic
Production from the Lake Pátzcuaro Basin, Michoacán, Mexico
In this archaeological study, Arthur Demarest brings the lost pre-Columbian civilization of the Maya to life. In applying a
holistic perspective to the most recent evidence from archaeology, paleoecology, and epigraphy, this theoretical
interpretation emphasizes both the brilliant rain forest adaptations of the ancient Maya and the Native American spirituality
that permeated all aspects of their daily life.

Grounding the Past
Social Practices and Social Organization in Ancient Coastal Oaxacan Households
Takes a worldwide look at the role of agriculture within ancient societies.

Polity and Ecology in Formative Period Coastal Oaxaca
Thirty-eight chapters by twelve contributors provide a social and cultural analysis of life in ancient Mexico and Central
America.
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Social, Political, and Economic Life in Contemporary Oaxaca
The magazine of the Society for American Archaeology.

Royal Courts Of The Ancient Maya
This case study examines the rise of social complexity and the impact of interregional interaction at the village of Etlatongo,
in the Mixteca Alta of Oaxaca. A broad perspective is taken, examining relations with other contemporaneous parts of
Mesoamerica, including the Gulf Coast Olmec culture. Methods utilized are examined and critiqued. Innovative approaches
to examining interregional interaction are employed, such as neutron activation analysis of fragments of ceramic vessels.
Houses and how people lived and died are explored, as is growth of parts of the village through time. The book does not
just report what the author did, but why he did it.

Agricultural Intensification and Prehistoric Health in the Valley of Oaxaca, Mexico
The two volumes of Royal Courts of the Ancient Maya provide current archaeological perspectives on Maya courts
conceived as vital, functioning social groups composed of lords, courtiers, scribes, priests, and entertainers, among many
others. In addition to archaeological data on the architecture and other spatial attributes of courts, the studies in the two
volumes bring to bear on the topic the most recent evidence from inscriptions, vase paintings, murals and friezes, and
ethnohistoric records in order to flesh out a portrait of the actors and roles that made up Maya courts through time and
across space. The attributes of courts are explored in the Maya highlands and lowlands, from the origins of early kingship
through the Classic period to the Postclassic and Terminal epochs. Pertinent comparisons are also drawn from the Aztecs
and other ancient and contemporary societies. Volume 1: Theory, Comparison, and Synthesis establishes a carefully
considered framework for approaching the study of courts and their functions throughout the world of the ancient Maya.
Volume 2: Data and Case Studies provides authoritatively current data and insights from key Maya sites, including Copán,
Tikal, Caracol, Bonampak, and Calakmul.

Ancient Oaxaca
Archaeological Investigations in the Río Huamelula Valley
Encapsulating two decades of research, Polity and Ecology in Formative Period Coastal Oaxaca is the first major treatment
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of the lower Río Verde region of Oaxaca, investigating its social, political, and ecological history. Tracing Formative period
developments from the earliest known evidence of human presence to the collapse of Río Viejo (the region's first
centralized polity), the volume synthesizes the archaeological and paleoecological evidence from the valley. This period saw
the earliest agricultural settlements in the region as well as the origins of sedentism and social complexity, and witnessed
major changes in floodplain and coastal environments that expanded the productivity of subsistence resources. The book
addresses theoretically significant questions of broad relevance such as the origins and spread of agriculture, the social
negotiation of complex political formations, the effects of long-distance trade and interaction, the macroregional effects of
landscape change, and prehispanic ideology and political power. Focusing on questions of interregional interaction,
environmental change, and political centralization, Polity and Ecology in Formative Period Coastal Oaxaca provides a
comprehensive understanding of the Formative period archaeology of this important and long neglected region of Oaxaca.

Fieldiana
Lord Eight Wind of Suchixtlan and the Heroes of Ancient Oaxaca
Housed in the former sixteenth-century convent of Santo Domingo Church, now the Regional Museum of Oaxaco, Mexico, is
an important collection of textiles representing the area's indigenous cultures. The collection includes a wealth of
exquisitely made traditional weavings, many now considered rare. This book details a joint project of the Getty
Conservation Institute and the National Institute of Anthropology and History (INAH) of Mexico to conserve the collection.
The book contains 145 color photographs as well as a wealth of information on weaving, cultural contexts, and conservation
issues.

The Mixtecs of Oaxaca
Prehistory and Human Ecology of the Valley of Oaxaca
Patterns in Prehistory
Domestic Ritual in Ancient Mesoamerica
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Latin America
A Diachronic Analysis of the Valley of Oaxaca Economy from Classic Through the Postclassic
Who are we? How did the world become what it is today? What paths did humanity traverse along the way? Patterns in
Prehistory, Fifth Edition, is a comprehensive and engaging survey of humanity's past three million years. It brings together
theories and archaeological examples to pose questions about who we are and the means by which humanity evolved into
what it is today. Ideal for introductory courses in world prehistory and origins of complex societies, Patterns in Prehistory,
Fifth Edition, offers a unified and thematic approach to the four great transformations--or patterns--that characterize
humanity's past: the origins and evolution of culture; the origins of modern humans and human behaviors; the origins of
agriculture; and the origins of complex societies, civilizations, and pre-industrial states. Integrating theoretical approaches
with archaeological data from the Middle East, Mesoamerica, North and South America, Egypt, China, the Indus Valley, and
temperate Europe, Patterns in Prehistory, Fifth Edition, reveals how archaeologists decipher the past. It demonstrates how
theory and method are combined to derive interpretations and also considers how interpretations evolve as a result of
accumulating data, technological advances in recording and analyzing data sets, and newer theoretical perspectives. This
new edition of Patterns in Prehistory provides: * Fresh insights with the addition of coauthor Deborah Olszewski, who has
carefully reviewed and revamped the material with an eye toward making the text clearly understandable to today's
students * Updated discussions throughout, including expanded information on post-processual archaeology, current
methodologies, and technological advances * Approximately 250 illustrations and maps, more than half of which are new to
this edition * Groundbreaking research on new discoveries of hominin fossils, genetic research, prehistoric migrations, the
peopling of the Americas, and theories of the origins of agriculture and the origins of complex societies * Timelines for all
relevant chapters as well as an overarching timeline for the entire book to help students place events in context *
Extensively updated chapter bibliographies and chapter endnotes

Ancient Maya
Ancient Oaxaca
A study of social and political transformation and development of statehood in Oaxaca.
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The SAA Archaeological Record
Lowland Maya Civilization in the Eighth Century A.D.
Cerro Danush
In the pre-Hispanic Mesoamerican world, histories and collections of ritual knowledge were often presented in the form of
painted and folded books now known as codices, and the knowledge itself was encoded into pictographs. Eight codices
have survived from the Mixtec peoples of ancient Oaxaca, Mexico; a part of one of them, the Codex Zouche-Nuttall, is the
subject of this book. As a group, the Mixtec codices contain the longest detailed histories and royal genealogies known for
any indigenous people in the western hemisphere. The Codex Zouche-Nuttall offers a unique window into how the Mixtecs
themselves viewed their social and political cosmos without the bias of western European interpretation. At the same time,
however, the complex calendrical information recorded in the Zouche-Nuttall has made it resistant to historical,
chronological analysis, thereby rendering its narrative obscure. In this pathfinding work, Robert Lloyd Williams presents a
methodology for reading the Codex Zouche-Nuttall that unlocks its essentially linear historical chronology. Recognizing that
the codex is a combination of history in the European sense and the timelessness of myth in the Native American sense, he
brings to vivid life the history of Lord Eight Wind of Suchixtlan (AD 935–1027), a ruler with the attributes of both man and
deity, as well as other heroic Oaxacan figures. Williams also provides context for the history of Lord Eight Wind through
essays dealing with Mixtec ceremonial rites and social structure, drawn from information in five surviving Mixtec codices.

Changing Patterns of Social Organization
Mixtecs, Zapotecs, and Chatinos: Ancient Peoples of Southern Mexico examines the origins, history, and interrelationships
of the civilizations that arose and flourished in Oaxaca. Provides an up-to-date summary of the current state of research
findings and archaeological evidence Uses contemporary social theory to address many key problems relating to
archaeology of the Americas, including the dynamics of social life and the rise and fall of civilizations Adds clarity to
ongoing debates over cultural change and interregional interactions in ancient Mesoamerican societies Supplemented with
compelling illustrations, photographs, and line drawings of various archaeological sites and artifacts

Agricultural Strategies
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Peasant Capitalist Industry
Oaxaca in Ancient Mesoamerica
Dietary Variability and Social Inequality at Monte Alban, Oaxaca, Mexico
Explains "the nature of sacrifice in antiquity" and "different aspects of the subject: the notion of flesh for the gods; rites of
fire and blood; the significance of defleshing heads and of skulls; suffocation ; the selection of victims and the evidence for
the sacrifice of children." Author "puts forward some reasons for ritual murder and shows how" certain practices "illustrate
the importance of place in the sacrificial rite" and "highlights the essential role of the priesthood in sacrificial
murder."--Jacket.

Journal of Field Archaeology
Dying for the Gods
Handbook of Latin American Studies
In contrast to traditional stereotypes of the prehispanic culture of the Chontals of Oaxaca, architectural sites and artifacts
along the Pacific coast indicate that there were more complex societies, well integrated into southeastern Mesoamerican
networks of socio-cultural, economic and political interaction. This research presents the results of surface surveys and test
excavations at the Río Huamelula, District of Tehuantepec, Oaxaca (southeastern Mexico), conducted by the author in
2001. The pottery classification aims at reconstructing the settlement chronology of the area from the Classic to the early
Colonial periods, c. A.D. 300-1600. Stylistic traits of ball-game-related artifacts, sculptural art, pottery, and architecture, as
well as obsidian composition analysis all point to an intensive socio-cultural and economic exchange between the
prehispanic communities along the southeastern Oaxaca coast and other Mesoamerican societies. The ethno-linguistic
identity of the Classic-period occupants of the Río Huamelula valley remains enigmatic. The archaeological remains of two
Postclassic Chontal villages, Huamelula and Astata, however, exhibit a socio-economic complexity contradicting the colonial
characterization of Chontal culture. They further demonstrate a settlement continuity that, overall, reaches back into the
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Classic period and has lasted up to the present day.

Journal of Mesoamerican Studies
Focuses on ritual expression in at the household level, comparing the manifestation ofs of domestic ritual across time and
space in both the cores and peripheries of ancient Mesoamerica, in the cities and in the villages. The authors explore the
ways in whihc cosmological principles and concepts of the sacred were used in the construction of ritual space and practice,
how local landscapes provided templates for the images and paraphernalia recovered from archaeological contexts, how
foreign enclaves relaied on ritual for social reproduction, and how domestic ritual was related to, and indeed embedded in,
institutionalized state religions.

Yumtzilob
Grounding the Past addresses archaeological field praxis and its role in the political present of Santiago Tilantongo and
Santiago Apoala, two communities in the Mixteca Alta region of Oaxaca, Mexico. Efforts to involve local stakeholder
communities in archaeology have become an important issue worldwide. In this study, Alexander Geurds argues that
projects of participatory archaeology, many of which go under the heading of ?community archaeology', cannot dispense
with reflexive analysis of field praxis, if they are to avoid idealized and thus untenable narratives of harmonious local
collaboration. Past and present archaeological praxis often carries negative connotations in the Mixteca Alta, because
archaeological projects have failed to recognize conflicting interests and issues of representation of local and non-local
parties. Geurds reviews the constitutive elements of their partnerships, such as official meetings, public presentations and
conferences, where the involved local and non-local parties produce conflicting agendas by creating and transforming
power relations. He identifies and analyzes the influences attendant on participatory elements through the application of
qualitative techniques derived from ethnography and social geography.

Mixtecs, Zapotecs, and Chatinos
British Bulletin of Publications on Latin America, the Caribbean, Portugal, and Spain
The Postclassic Mesoamerican World
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The Unbroken Thread
This is a general bibliography on Latin America, covering a wide variety of subjects, from pre-Columbian civilizations, to
Columbus, to Castro, to the foreign debt, to pollution, ect. This work will not only be of use to the general, casual reader on
Latin America, but also to the more specialized researcher. The book contains over 800 topics, with over 8,000 titles
identified.
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