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Metaphilosophy
From the mid-1960s onwards Michel Foucault has had a significant impact on
diverse aspects of culture, knowledge and arts including architecture and its
critical discourse. The implications for architecture have been wide-ranging. His
archaeological and genealogical approaches to knowledge have transformed
architectural history and theory, while his attitude to arts and aesthetics led to a
renewed focus on the avant-garde. Prepared by an architect, this book offers an
excellent entry point into the remarkable work of Michel Foucault, and provides a
focused introduction suitable for architects, urban designers, and students of
architecture. Foucault’s crucial juxtaposition of space, knowledge and power has
unlocked novel spatial possibilities for thinking about design in architecture and
urbanism. While the philosopher's ultimate attention on the issues of body and
sexuality has defined our understanding of the possibilities and limits of human
condition and its relation to architecture. The book concentrates on a number of
historical and theoretical issues often addressed by Foucault that have been
grouped under the themes of archaeology, enclosure, bodies, spatiality and
aesthetics in order to examine and demonstrate their relevancy for architectural
knowledge, its history and its practice.

Place, Space and Hermeneutics
In contrast to Walter Benjamin, Henri Lefebvre, and other European thinkers
engaged with the concept of the urban, American intellectuals tend to envision the
modern city as a dystopia, their perception of urban life influenced by negative
stereotypes and fictional depictions in popular culture. In Urban Encounters, Helen
Liggett challenges this fatalism by approaching the city as a vibrant, lived space.
Combining a sophisticated critique of the urban with striking, street-level images,
Liggett reclaims the human experience of the city. Liggett's "encounters" with the
urban are sequences of images and text that combine the joy of observing with the
pleasure of making connections. For Liggett, this entails recognizing both beauty
and danger. Alternately complementing and complicating her text, Liggett's
photographs capture the small details--the gestures, glances, and reflections--that
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together compose the urban experience. As a whole, Urban Encounters reimagines
the city as a site of profound engagement with life.

Urban Encounters
While certain aspects of Henri Lefebvre’s writings have been examined extensively
within the disciplines of geography, social theory, urban planning and cultural
studies, there has been no comprehensive consideration of his work within legal
studies. Henri Lefebvre: Spatial Politics, Everyday Life and the Right to the City
provides the first serious analysis of the relevance and importance of this
significant thinker for the study of law and state power. Introducing Lefebvre to a
legal audience, this book identifies the central themes that run through his work,
including his unorthodox, humanist approach to Marxist theory, his sociological and
methodological contributions to the study of everyday life and his theory of the
production of space. These elements of Lefebvre’s thought are explored through
detailed investigations of the relationships between law, legal form and processes
of abstraction; the spatial dimensions of neoliberal configurations of state power;
the political and aesthetic aspects of the administrative ordering of everyday life;
and the ‘right to the city’ as the basis for asserting new forms of spatial citizenship.
Chris Butler argues that Lefebvre’s theoretical categories suggest a way for critical
legal scholars to conceptualise law and state power as continually shaped by
political struggles over the inhabitance of space. This book is a vital resource for
students and researchers in law, sociology, geography and politics, and all readers
interested in the application of Lefebvre’s social theory to specific legal and
political contexts.

Deleuze & Guattari for Architects
While the work of Henri Lefebvre has become better known in the English-speaking
world since the 1991 translation of his 1974 masterpiece, The Production of Space,
his influence on the actual production of architecture and the city has been less
pronounced. Although now widely read in schools of architecture, planning and
urban design, Lefebvre’s message for practice remains elusive; inevitably so
because the entry of his work into the Anglosphere has come with repression of
the two most challenging aspects of his thinking: romanticism and Utopia, which
simultaneously confront modernity while being progressive. Contemporary
discomfort with romanticism and Utopia arguably obstructs the shift of Lefebvre’s
thinking from being objects of theoretical interest into positions of actually
influencing practices. Attempting to understand and act upon architecture and the
city with Lefebvre but without Utopia and romanticism risks muting the impact of
his ideas. Although Utopia may seem to have no place in the present, Lefebvre
reveals this as little more than a self-serving affirmation that ‘there is no
alternative’ to social and political detachment. Demanding the impossible may end
in failure but as Lefebvre shows us, doing so is the first step towards other
possibilities. To think with Lefebvre is to think about Utopia, doing so makes
contact with what is most enduring about his project for the city and its
inhabitants, and with what is most radical about it as well. Lefebvre for Architects
offers a concise account of the relevance of Henri Lefebvre’s writing for the theory
and practice of architecture, planning and urban design. This book is accessible for
students and practitioners who wish to fully engage with the design possibilities
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offered by Lefebvre’s philosophy.

Rhythmanalysis
This book introduces architects to a philosopher, Immanuel Kant, whose work was
constantly informed by a concern for the world as an evolving whole. According to
Kant, in this interconnected and dynamic world, humans should act as mutually
dependent and responsible subjects. Given his future-oriented and ethicopolitically concerned thinking, Kant is a thinker who clearly speaks to architects.
This introduction demonstrates how his ideas bear pertinently and creatively upon
the world in which we live now and for which we should care thoughtfully. Kant
grounded his enlightened vision of philosophy’s mission using an architectural
metaphor: of the modest 'dwelling-house'. Far from constructing speculative
'castles in the sky' or vertiginous 'towers which reach to the heavens', he tells us
that his humble aim is rather to build a 'secure home for ourselves', one which
appropriately corresponds at once to the limited material resources available on
our planet, and to our need for firm and solid principles to live by. This book also
explores Kant's notions of cosmopolitics, which attempts to think politics from a
global perspective by taking into account the geographical fact that the earth is a
sphere with limited land mass and natural resources. Given the urgent topicality of
sustainable development, these Kantian texts are of particular interest for
architects of today. Students of architecture, who are necessarily trained in
negotiating between theory and practice, gain much from considering Kant, whose
critical project also consisted of testing and exploring the viability of ideas, so as to
ascertain to what extent, and crucially, how ideas can have a constructive effect
on the whole world, and on us as active agents therein.

Henri Lefebvre
Theories of the city have been fundamental to the development of modernism and
postmodernism and have been important in the fields of Cultural Studies and
Visual Culture. Jenny Bavidge's book will focus on the work of three leading city
theorists - Walter Benjamin, Henri Lefebvre and Michel de Certeau, whose work (in
keeping with the format for generic RCT volumes) represents key schools of
thought or emphases within the areas of Cultural geography, Urban Studies and
Spatial Theory. Key ideas explored through a discussion of the work of these three
thinkers include flaûneurie, situationism, psychogeography and heterotopia.

Critique of Everyday Life
Appearing for the first time in an English translation, Introduction to Modernity is
one of Henri Lefebvre's greatest works. Published in 1962, when Lefebvre was
beginning his career as a lecturer in sociology at the University of Strasbourg, it
established his position in the vanguard of a movement which was to culminate in
the events of May 1968. It is a book which supersedes the conventional divisions
between academic disciplines. With dazzling skill, Lefebvre moves from philosophy
to sociology, from literature to history, to present a profound analysis of the social,
political and cultural forces at work in France and the world in the aftermath of
Stalin's death—an analysis in which the contours of our own "postmodernity"
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appear with startling clarity. Lefebvre's lectures have become legendary, and
something of his charismatic presence and delivery is captured in this book, which
he intended "to be understood in the mind's ear and not simply to be read." With
its mercurial shifts of tone, now intensely poetic, now conversational, it not only
explores modernity, it exemplifies it. Equally experimental in conception is the
book's remarkable structure, twelve "preludes" through which a range of recurrent
themes are interwoven in free-form counterpoint: irony as a critical tool,
utopianism, nature and culture, the Stalinization of Marxism, the alienation of
everyday life, the cybernetic society What gradually emerges is not only a series of
original concepts about humanity and culture, but an extraordinary invocation of
the complexity of social contradictions. Yet the fragmented structure of the book is
not left to float free. Its shifting and eclectic melodies and leitmotifs have a solid
ground basis: the wish to rehabilitate the Marxist dialectic as a method for
understanding and transforming the modern world. This program is at the heart of
the book, and gives it its underlying coherence, making Introduction to Modernity
not only essential reading for all students of European cultural history, but also a
key text for Marxism in the post-communist world of the late twentieth century.

Henri Lefebvre on Space
Key Thinkers on Cities provides an engaging introduction to the dynamic
intellectual field of urban studies. It profiles the work of 40 innovative thinkers who
represent the broad reach of contemporary urban scholarship and whose ideas
have shaped the way cities around the world are understood, researched, debated
and acted upon. Providing a synoptic overview that spans a wide range of
academic and professional disciplines, theoretical perspectives and methodological
approaches, the entry for each key thinker comprises: A succinct introduction and
overview Intellectual biography and research focus An explication of key ideas
Contributions to urban studies The book offers a fresh look at well-known thinkers
who have been foundational to urban scholarship, including Jane Jacobs, Henri
Lefebvre, Manuel Castells and David Harvey. It also incorporates those who have
helped to bring a concern for cities to more widespread audiences, such as Jan
Gehl, Mike Davis and Enrique Peñalosa. Notably, the book also includes a range of
thinkers who have more recently begun to shape the study of cities through
engagements with art, architecture, computer modelling, ethnography, public
health, post-colonial theory and more. With an introduction that provides a
mapping of the current transdisciplinary field, and individual entries by those
currently involved in cutting edge urban research in the Global North and South,
this book promises to be an essential text for anyone interested in the study of
cities and urban life. It will be of use to those in the fields of anthropology,
economics, geography, sociology and urban planning.

Baudrillard for Architects
Originally published in 1970, The Urban Revolution marked Henri Lefebvre’s first
sustained critique of urban society, a work in which he pioneered the use of
semiotic, structuralist, and poststructuralist methodologies in analyzing the
development of the urban environment. Although it is widely considered a
foundational book in contemporary thinking about the city, The Urban Revolution
has never been translated into English—until now. This first English edition, deftly
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translated by Robert Bononno, makes available to a broad audience Lefebvre’s
sophisticated insights into the urban dimensions of modern life.Lefebvre begins
with the premise that the total urbanization of society is an inevitable process that
demands of its critics new interpretive and perceptual approaches that recognize
the urban as a complex field of inquiry. Dismissive of cold, modernist visions of the
city, particularly those embodied by rationalist architects and urban planners like
Le Corbusier, Lefebvre instead articulates the lived experiences of individual
inhabitants of the city. In contrast to the ideology of urbanism and its reliance on
commodification and bureaucratization—the capitalist logic of market and
state—Lefebvre conceives of an urban utopia characterized by self-determination,
individual creativity, and authentic social relationships.A brilliantly conceived and
theoretically rigorous investigation into the realities and possibilities of urban
space, The Urban Revolution remains an essential analysis of and guide to the
nature of the city.Henri Lefebvre (d. 1991) was one of the most significant
European thinkers of the twentieth century. His many books include The Production
of Space (1991), Everyday Life in the Modern World (1994), Introduction to
Modernity (1995), and Writings on Cities (1995).Robert Bononno is a full-time
translator who lives in New York. His recent translations include The Singular
Objects of Architecture by Jean Baudrillard and Jean Nouvel (Minnesota, 2002) and
Cyberculture by Pierre Lévy (Minnesota, 2001).

Writings on Cities
Although the association between architecture and utopia might appear obvious
from within the domain of utopian studies, architects have long attempted to
dissociate themselves from utopia. This collection interrogates the metatheoretical
problematic for ongoing intellectual work on architecture and utopia.

Toward an Architecture of Enjoyment
Ordinary. Banal. Quotidian. These words are rarely used to praise architecture, but
in fact they represent the interest of a growing number of architects looking to the
everyday to escape the ever-quickening cycles of consumption and fashion that
have reduced architecture to a series of stylistic fads. Architecture of the Everyday
makes a plea for an architecture that is emphatically un-monumental, anti-heroic,
and unconcerned with formal extravagance. Edited by Deborah Berke and Steven
Harris, this collection of writings, photo-essays, and projects describes an
architecture that draws strength from its simplicity, use of common materials, and
relationship to other fields of study. Topics range from a website that explores the
politics of domesticity, to a transformation of the sidewalk in Los Angeles' Little
Tokyo, to a discussion of the work of Robert Venturi and Denise Scott Brown.
Contributors include Margaret Crawford, Peggy Deamer, Deborah Fausch, Ben
Gianni and Mark Robbins, Joan Ockman, Ernest Pascucci, Alan Plattus, and MaryAnn Ray. Deborah Berke and Steven Harris are currently associate professors of
architecture at Yale University, and have their own practices in New York City.

Merleau-Ponty for Architects
Providing a concise and accessible introduction to the work of the celebrated
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twentieth century German philosopher, Hans-Georg Gadamer, this book focuses on
the aspects of Gadamer’s philosophy that have been the most influential among
architects, educators in architecture, and architectural theorists. Gadamer’s
philosophy of art gives a special place to the activity of "play" as it occurs in
artistic creation. His reflections on meaning and symbolism in art draw upon his
teacher, Martin Heidegger, while moving Heidegger’s thought in new directions.
His theory of interpretation, or "philosophical hermeneutics," offers profound ways
to understand the influence of the past upon the present and to appropriate
cultural history in ever new forms. For architects, architectural theorists,
architectural historians, and students in these fields, Gadamer’s thought opens a
world of possibilities for understanding how building today can be rich with human
meaning, relating to architecture’s history in ways that do not merely repeat nor
repudiate that history. In addition, Gadamer’s sensitivity to the importance of
practical thinking – to the way that theory arises out of practice – gives his thought
a remarkable usefulness in the everyday work of professional life.

Architecture Theory
The work of Henri Lefebvre - the only major French intellectual of the post-war
period to give extensive consideration to the city and urban life - received
considerable attention among both academics and practitioners of the built
environment following the publication in English of The Production of Space. This
new collection brings together, for the first time in English, Lefebvre's reflections
on the city and urban life written over a span of some twenty years. The selection
of writings is contextualized by an introduction - itself a significant contribution to
the interpretation of Henri Lefebvre's work - which places the material within the
context of Lefebvre's intellectual and political life and times and raises pertinent
issues as to their relevance for contemporary debates over such questions as the
nature of urban reality, the production of space and modernity. Writings on Cities
is of particular relevance to architects, planners, geographers, and those interested
in the philosophical and political understanding of contemporary life.

Derrida for Architects
Looking afresh at the implications of Jacques Derrida’s thinking for architecture,
this book simplifies his ideas in a clear, concise way. Derrida‘s treatment of key
philosophical texts has been labelled as "deconstruction," a term that resonates
with architecture. Although his main focus is language, his thinking has been
applied by architectural theorists widely. As well as a review of Derrida’s
interaction with architecture, this book is also a careful consideration of the
implications of his thinking, particularly on the way architecture is practiced.

The Production of Space
As with so many facets of contemporary western life, architecture and space are
often experienced and understood as a commodity or product. The premise of this
book is to offer alternatives to the practices and values of such westernised space
and Architecture (with a capital A), by exploring the participatory and grass-roots
practices used in alternative development models in the Global South. This process
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re-contextualises the spaces, values, and relationships produced by such
alternative methods of development and social agency. It asks whether such
spatial practices provide concrete realisations of some key concepts of Western
spatial theory, questioning whether we might challenge the space and
architectures of capitalist development by learning from the places and practices
of others. Exploring these themes offers a critical examination of alternative
development practices methods in the Global South, re-contextualising them as
architectural engagements with socio-political space. The comparison of such
interdisciplinary contexts and discourses reveals the political, social, and economic
resonances inherent between these previously unconnected spatial protagonists.
The interdependence of spatial issues of choice, value, and identity are revealed
through a comparative study of the discourses of Henri Lefebvre, John Turner,
Doreen Massey, and Nabeel Hamdi. These key protagonists offer a critical
framework of discourses from which further connections to socio-spatial discourses
and concepts are made, including post-marxist theory, orientalism, post-structural
pluralism, development anthropology, post-colonial theory, hybridity, difference
and subalterneity. By looking to the spaces and practices of alternative
development in the Global South this book offers a critical reflection upon the
working practices of Westernised architecture and other spatial and political
practices. In exploring the methodologies, implications and values of such
participatory development practices this book ultimately seeks to articulate the
positive potential and political of learning from the difference, multiplicity, and
otherness of development practice in order to re-imagine architecture and space. .

Kant for Architects
Rhythmanalysis displays all the characteristics which made Lefebvre one of the
most important Marxist thinkers of the twentieth century. In the analysis of
rhythms -- both biological and social -- Lefebvre shows the interrelation of space
and time in the understanding of everyday life.With dazzling skills, Lefebvre moves
between discussions of music, the commodity, measurement, the media and the
city. In doing so he shows how a non-linear conception of time and history
balanced his famous rethinking of the question of space. This volume also includes
his earlier essays on "The Rhythmanalysis Project" and "Attempt at the
Rhythmanalysis of Mediterranean Towns."

Foucault for Architects
The role of aerial photography in the evolution of the concept of social space”and
its impact on French urban planning in the mid-twentieth century. In mid-twentieth
century France, the term “social space” (l'espace social)—the idea that spatial
form and social life are inextricably linked—emerged in a variety of social science
disciplines. Taken up by the French New Left, it also came to inform the practice of
urban planning. In The View from Above, Jeanne Haffner traces the evolution of the
science of social space from the interwar period to the 1970s, illuminating in
particular the role of aerial photography in this new way of conceptualizing sociospatial relations. As early as the 1930s, the view from above served for Marcel
Griaule and other anthropologists as a means of connecting the social and the
spatial. Just a few decades later, the Marxist urban sociologist Henri Lefebvre
called the perspective enabled by aerial photography—a technique closely
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associated with the French colonial state and military—“the space of state control.”
Lefebvre and others nevertheless used the notion of social space to recast the
problem of massive modernist housing projects (grands ensembles) to encompass
the modern suburb (banlieue) itself—a critique that has contemporary resonance
in light of the banlieue riots of 2005 and 2007. Haffner shows how such “views”
permitted new ways of conceptualizing the old problem of housing to emerge. She
also points to broader issues, including the influence of the colonies on the
metropole, the application of sociological expertise to the study of the built
environment, and the development of a spatially oriented critique of capitalism.

The View from Above
Architecture Theory is a comprehensive and groundbreaking one volume overview
of, and introduction to, contemporary critical discourse in architecture. In bringing
critical theory and Continental philosophy to bear upon architecture, it provides a
solid framework for a fully up-to-date theory of architecture, one that reflects the
latest developments and concerns. The book is divided into four
sections—groundwork; constructing the "individual"; pluralities;
instrumentality—each covering a core theme in contemporary architecture theory.
In each section an introductory essay by Andrew Ballantyne provides valuable
context, exposition, and analysis. This is followed by a selection of writings on
architecture and other related cultural concerns from major contemporary
thinkers, including Zvizvek, Irigaray, Lefebvre, Lyotard, Kristeva, Nancy, Virilio,
Deleuze, and Negri.

Marxist Thought and the City
Utopian thought, though commonly characterized as projecting a future without a
past, depends on golden models for re-invention of what is. Through a detailed and
innovative re-assessment of the work of three architects who sought to represent a
utopian content in their work, and a consideration of the thoughts of a range of
leading writers, Coleman offers the reader a unique perspective of idealism in
architectural design. With unparalleled depth and focus of vision on the work of Le
Corbusier, Louis I Kahn and Aldo van Eyck, this book persuasively challenges
predominant assumptions in current architectural discourse, forging a new
approach to the invention of welcoming built environments and transcending the
limitations of both the postmodern and hyper-modern stance and orthodox
modernist architecture.

The Icon Project
A concise, coherent account of the relevance of Walter Benjamin’s writings to
architects, considering figures of modern art and architecture in detail, and
locating Benjamin’s critical work within the context of contemporary architecture
and urbanism.

Theorists of the City
The work of Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari has been inspirational for architects
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and architectural theorists in recent years. It has influenced the design work of
architects as diverse as Greg Lynn and David Chipperfield, and is regularly cited by
avant-gardist architects and by students, but usually without being well
understood. The first collaboration between Deleuze and Guattari was AntiOedipus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia, which was taken up as a manifesto for the
post-structuralist life, and was associated with the spirit of the student revolts of
1968. Their ideas promote creativity and innovation, and their work is wideranging, complex and endlessly stimulating. They range across politics,
psychoanalysis, physics, art and literature, changing preconceptions along the
way. Deleuze & Guattari for Architects is a perfect introduction for students of
architecture in design studio at all levels, students of architecture pursuing
undergraduate and postgraduate courses in architectural theory, academics and
interested architectural practitioners.

Lefebvre for Architects
Henri Lefebvre is recognised as one of the influential social theorists of the
Twentieth Century. This book presents a range of Lefebvre's thought. It reinforces
the centrality of Lefebvre to debates in social and spatial theory, but also sets
Lefebvre's work in the context of his philosophical and political concerns.

The Urban Revolution
The philosophy of Maurice Merleau-Ponty (1908–1961) has influenced the design
work of architects as diverse as Steven Holl and Peter Zumthor, as well as
informing renowned schools of architectural theory, notably those around Dalibor
Vesely at Cambridge, Kenneth Frampton, David Leatherbarrow and Alberto PérezGómez in North America and Juhani Pallasmaa in Finland. Merleau-Ponty suggested
that the value of people’s experience of the world gained through their immediate
bodily engagement with it remains greater than the value of understanding
gleaned through abstract mathematical, scientific or technological systems. This
book summarizes what Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy has to offer specifically for
architects. It locates architectural thinking in the context of his work, placing it in
relation to themes such as space, movement, materiality and creativity, introduces
key texts, helps decode difficult terms and provides quick reference for further
reading.

Rethinking Architecture
Henri Lefebvre has considerable claims to be the greatest living philosopher. His
work spans some sixty years and includes original work on a diverse range of
subjects, from dialectical materialism to architecture, urbanism and the experience
of everyday life. The Production of Space is his major philosophical work and its
translation has been long awaited by scholars in many different fields. The book is
a search for a reconciliation between mental space (the space of the philosophers)
and real space (the physical and social spheres in which we all live). In the course
of his exploration, Henri Lefebvre moves from metaphysical and ideological
considerations of the meaning of space to its experience in the everyday life of
home and city. He seeks, in other words, to bridge the gap between the realms of
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theory and practice, between the mental and the social, and between philosophy
and reality. In doing so, he ranges through art, literature, architecture and
economics, and further provides a powerful antidote to the sterile and obfuscatory
methods and theories characteristic of much recent continental philosophy. This is
a work of great vision and incisiveness. It is also characterized by its author's wit
and by anecdote, as well as by a deftness of style which Donald Nicholson-Smith's
sensitive translation precisely captures.

Urban Revolution Now
One of the most influential Marxist theorists of the twentieth century, Henri
Lefebvre first published Marxist Thought and the City in French in 1972, marking a
pivotal point in his evolution as a thinker and an important precursor to his
groundbreaking work of urban sociology, The Production of Space. Marxist Thought
and the City inwhich he reviews the work of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels for
commentary and analysis on the life and growth of the city now appears in English
for the first time. Rooted in orthodox Marxism s analyses of capitalism and the
capitalist mode of production, with extensive quotations from the works of Marx
and Engels, this book describes the city s transition from life under feudalism to
modern industrial capitalism. In doing so it highlights the various forces that
sought to maintain power in the struggles between the medieval aristocracy and
the urban guilds, amid the growth of banking and capital. Providing vital
background and supplementary material to Lefebvre s other books, including The
Urban Revolution and Right to the City, Marxist Thought and the City is
indispensable for students and scholars of urbanism, Marxism, social geography,
early modern history, and the history of economic thought. "

Henri Lefebvre
In this latest edition of Key Thinkers on Space and Place, editors Phil Hubbard and
Rob Kitchin provide us with a fully revised and updated text that highlights the
work of over 65 key thinkers on space and place. Unique in its concept, the book is
a comprehensive guide to the life and work of some of the key thinkers particularly
influential in the current 'spatial turn' in the social sciences. Providing a synoptic
overview of different ideas about the role of space and place in contemporary
social, cultural, political and economic life, each portrait comprises: Biographical
information and theoretical context. An explication of their contribution to spatial
thinking. An overview of key advances and controversie. Guidance on further
reading. With 14 additional chapters including entries on Saskia Sassen, Tim
Ingold, Cindi Katz and John Urry, the book covers ideas ranging from humanism,
Marxism, feminism and post-structuralism to queer-theory, post-colonialism,
globalization and deconstruction, presenting a thorough look at diverse ways in
which space and place has been theorized. An essential text for geographers, this
now classic reference text is for all those interested in theories of space and place,
whether in geography, sociology, cultural studies, urban studies, planning,
anthropology, or women's studies.

Architecture and Space Re-imagined
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Leading French thinker with his key work on philosophical thought In
Metaphilosophy, Henri Lefebvre works through the implications of Marx’s
revolutionary thought to consider philosophy’s engagement with the world.
Lefebvre takes Marx’s notion of the “world becoming philosophical and philosophy
becoming worldly” as a leitmotif, examining the relation between Hegelian–Marxist
supersession and Nietzschean overcoming. Metaphilosophy is conceived of as a
transformation of philosophy, developing it into a programme of radical worldwide
change. The book demonstrates Lefebvre’s threefold debt to Hegel, Marx and
Nietzsche, but it also brings a number of other figures into the conversation,
including Sartre, Heidegger and Axelos. A key text in Lefebvre’s oeuvre,
Metaphilosophy is also a milestone in contemporary thinking about philosophy’s
relation to the world. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Architecture Depends
The great French Marxist philosopher weighs up the contributions of the three
major critics of modernity With the translation of Lefebvre's philosophical writings,
his stature in the English-speaking world continues to grow. Though certainly
within the Marxist tradition, he consistently saw Marx as an 'unavoidable,
necessary, but insufficient starting point'. Unsurprisingly, Lefebvre always insisted
on the importance of Hegel to understanding Marx. But the imposing
Metaphilosophy also suggested the significance he ascribed to Nietzsche, in the
'realm of shadows' through which philosophy seeks to think the world. Lefebvre
proposes here that the modern world is at the same time Hegelian in terms of the
state; Marxist in terms of the social and society; and Nietzschean in terms of
civilization and its values. As early as 1939, Lefebvre pioneered a French reading
of Nietzsche that rejected the philosopher's appropriation by fascism, bringing out
the tragic implications of Nietzsche's proclamation that 'God is dead' long before
this approach was followed by such later writers as Foucault, Derrida and Deleuze.
Forty years later, in the last of his philosophical writings, Lefebvre juxtaposes the
contributions of the three great thinkers, in a text whose themes remain
surprisingly relevant today.

The Social (Re)Production of Architecture
The Icon Project argues that the transnational capitalist class mobilizes two forms
of iconic architecture - unique icons recognized as works of art, notably designed
by global starchitects (such as Frank Gehry and Zaha Hadid); and typical icons
copying elements of unique icons - to promote the same ideological message: the
culture-ideology of consumerism.

Utopias and Architecture
Marginalized due to the deployment of both a highly specialized jargon and a novel
stylistic approach meant to upset established norms and conventions, Baudrillard's
thought has suffered from the lack of an accessible, consistent and comprehensive
exposition able to make it relevant to diverse contemporary disciplines. As a result,
its impact on architecture has always been confined to academia. By presenting an
introductory but in-depth formalization of Baudrillard's interest in architecture and
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related fields, this book makes intelligible his philosophical premises thus showing,
through the prism of architecture, their relevance and persuasiveness today. Key
concepts such as the object system, the code, simulation, hyperreality and
precession, to name a few, are addressed in the light of the specially
reconceptualized key construct of ambience, thus emphasizing how the mutual
concerns of architecture, urban studies and cultural studies provide a fertile
ground for debate. Such an approach, which focuses on the contradictions inherent
in contemporary society from the vantage point of Baudrillard's original
involvement in architectural analysis, philosophy and criticism, is one which
students, practitioners and scholars alike from as diverse disciplines as
architecture, interior design and urban studies – but also fine art, anthropology,
sociology, economics, human geography, social psychology and cultural studies to
start with – will benefit from immensely.

Postmodern Geographies
The Social (Re)Production of Architecture brings the debates of the ‘right to the
city’ into today’s context of ecological, economic and social crises. Building on the
1970s’ discussions about the ‘production of space’, which French sociologist Henri
Lefebvre considered a civic right, the authors question who has the right to make
space, and explore the kinds of relations that are produced in the process. In the
emerging post-capitalist era, this book addresses urgent social and ecological
imperatives for change and opens up questions around architecture’s engagement
with new forms of organization and practice. The book asks what (new) kinds of
‘social’ can architecture (re)produce, and what kinds of politics, values and actions
are needed. The book features 24 interdisciplinary essays written by leading
theorists and practitioners including social thinkers, economic theorists, architects,
educators, urban curators, feminists, artists and activists from different
generations and global contexts. The essays discuss the diverse, global locations
with work taking different and specific forms in these different contexts. A cuttingedge, critical text which rethinks both practice and theory in the light of recent
crises, making it key reading for students, academics and practitioners.

Key Thinkers on Space and Place
Polemics and reflections on how to bridge the gap between what architecture
actually is and what architects want it to be. Architecture depends--on what? On
people, time, politics, ethics, mess: the real world. Architecture, Jeremy Till argues
with conviction in this engaging, sometimes pugnacious book, cannot help itself; it
is dependent for its very existence on things outside itself. Despite the claims of
autonomy, purity, and control that architects like to make about their practice,
architecture is buffeted by uncertainty and contingency. Circumstances invariably
intervene to upset the architect's best-laid plans--at every stage in the process,
from design through construction to occupancy. Architects, however, tend to deny
this, fearing contingency and preferring to pursue perfection. With Architecture
Depends, architect and critic Jeremy Till offers a proposal for rescuing architects
from themselves: a way to bridge the gap between what architecture actually is
and what architects want it to be. Mixing anecdote, design, social theory, and
personal experience, Till's writing is always accessible, moving freely between high
and low registers, much like his suggestions for architecture itself.
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Architecture of the Everyday
When Henri Lefebvre published The Urban Revolution in 1970, he sketched a
research itinerary on the emerging tendency towards planetary urbanization.
Today, when this tendency has become reality, Lefebvre’s ideas on everyday life,
production of space, rhythmanalysis and the right to the city are indispensable for
the understanding of urbanization processes at every scale of social practice. This
volume is the first to develop Lefebvre’s concepts in social research and
architecture by focusing on urban conjunctures in Barcelona, Belgrade, Berlin,
Budapest, Copenhagen, Dhaka, Hong Kong, London, New Orleans, Nowa Huta,
Paris, Toronto, São Paulo, Sarajevo, as well as in Mexico and Switzerland. With
contributions by historians and theorists of architecture and urbanism,
geographers, sociologists, political and cultural scientists, Urban Revolution Now
reveals the multiplicity of processes of urbanization and the variety of their
patterns and actors around the globe.

Gadamer for Architects
Henri Lefebvre’s magnum opus: a monumental exploration of contemporary
society. Henri Lefebvre’s three-volume Critique of Everyday Life is perhaps the
richest, most prescient work by one of the twentieth century’s greatest
philosophers. Written at the birth of post-war consumerism, the Critique was a
philosophical inspiration for the 1968 student revolution in France and is
considered to be the founding text of all that we know as cultural studies, as well
as a major influence on the fields of contemporary philosophy, geography,
sociology, architecture, political theory and urbanism. A work of enormous range
and subtlety, Lefebvre takes as his starting-point and guide the “trivial” details of
quotidian experience: an experience colonized by the commodity, shadowed by
inauthenticity, yet one which remains the only source of resistance and change.
This is an enduringly radical text, untimely today only in its intransigence and
optimism.

Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche
This book analyzes the hermeneutics of place, raising questions about central
issues such as textuality, dialogue, and play. It discusses the central figures in the
development of hermeneutics and place, and surveys disciplines and areas in
which a hermeneutic approach to place has been fruitful. It covers the range of
philosophical hermeneutic theory, both within philosophy itself as well as from
other disciplines. In doing so, the volume reflects the state of theorization on these
issues, and also looks forward to the implications and opportunities that exist.
Philosophical hermeneutics has fundamentally altered philosophy’s approach to
place. Issues such as how we dwell in place, how place is imagined, created,
preserved, and lost, and how philosophy itself exists in place have become central.
While there is much research applying hermeneutics to place, there is little which
both reflects on that heritage and critically analyzes a hermeneutic approach to
place. This book fills that void by offering a sustained analysis of the central
elements, major figures, and disciplinary applications of hermeneutics and place.
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Benjamin for Architects
Shows how Lefebvre's theory of space developed out of direct engagement with
architecture, urbanism, and urban sociology.

Introduction to Modernity
Written by one of America's foremost geographers, Postmodern Geographies
contests the tendency, still dominant in most social science, to reduce human
geography to a reflective mirror, or, as Marx called it, an "unnecessary
complication." Beginning with a powerful critique of historicism and its constraining
effects on the geographical imagination, Edward Soja builds on the work of
Foucault, Berger, Giddens, Berman, Jameson and, above all, Henri Lefebvre, to
argue for a historical and geographical materialism, a radical rethinking of the
dialectics of space, time and social being. Soja charts the respatialization of social
theory from the still unfolding encounter between Western Marxism and modern
geography, through the current debates on the emergence of a postfordist regime
of "flexible accumulation." The postmodern geography of Los Angeles, exposed in
a provocative pair of essays, serves as a model in his account of the contemporary
struggle for control over the social production of space.

Key Thinkers on Cities
Brought together for the first time - the seminal writing on architecture by key
philosophers and cultural theorist of the twentieth century. Issues around the built
environment are increasingly central to the study of the social sciences and
humanities. The essays offer a refreshing take on the question of architecture and
provocatively rethink many of the accepted tenets of architecture theory from a
broader cultural perspective. The book represents a careful selection of the very
best theoretical writings on the ideas which have shaped our cities and our
experiences of architecture. As such, Rethinking Architecture provides invaluable
core source material for students on a range of courses.

Imagining and Making the World
Toward an Architecture of Enjoyment is the first publication in any language of the
only book devoted to architecture by Henri Lefebvre. Written in 1973 but only
recently discovered in a private archive, this work extends Lefebvre’s influential
theory of urban space to the question of architecture. Taking the practices and
perspective of habitation as his starting place, Lefebvre redefines architecture as a
mode of imagination rather than a specialized process or a collection of
monuments. He calls for an architecture of jouissance—of pleasure or
enjoyment—centered on the body and its rhythms and based on the possibilities of
the senses. Examining architectural examples from the Renaissance to the postwar
period, Lefebvre investigates the bodily pleasures of moving in and around
buildings and monuments, urban spaces, and gardens and landscapes. He argues
that areas dedicated to enjoyment, sensuality, and desire are important sites for a
society passing beyond industrial modernization. Lefebvre’s theories on space and
urbanization fundamentally reshaped the way we understand cities. Toward an
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Architecture of Enjoyment promises a similar impact on how we think about, and
live within, architecture.

Henri Lefebvre: Key Writings
Philosopher, sociologist and urban theorist, Henri Lefebvre is one of the great
social theorists of the twentieth century. This accessible and innovative
introduction to the work of Lefebvre combines biography and theory in a critical
assessment of the dynamics of Lefebvre's character, thought, and times. Exploring
key Lefebvrian concepts, Andy Merrifield demonstrates the evolution of Lefebvre's
philosophy, while stressing the way his long and adventurous life of ideas and
political engagement live on as an enduring and inspiring interrelated whole.
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