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Why We Need Religion
A scientific exploration into humanity’s obsession with
the afterlife and quest for immortality from the
bestselling author and skeptic Michael Shermer In his
most ambitious work yet, Shermer sets out to
discover what drives humans’ belief in life after death,
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focusing on recent scientific attempts to achieve
immortality along with utopian attempts to create
heaven on earth. For millennia, religions have
concocted numerous manifestations of heaven and
the afterlife, and though no one has ever returned
from such a place to report what it is really like—or
that it even exists—today science and technology are
being used to try to make it happen in our lifetime.
From radical life extension to cryonic suspension to
mind uploading, Shermer considers how realistic
these attempts are from a proper skeptical
perspective. Heavens on Earth concludes with an
uplifting paean to purpose and progress and how we
can live well in the here-and-now, whether or not
there is a hereafter.

The Moral Arc
In the face of conflict and despair, we often console
ourselves by saying that history will be the judge.
Today’s oppressors may escape being held
responsible for their crimes, but the future will
condemn them. Those who stand up for progressive
values are on the right side of history. As ideas once
condemned to the dustbin of history—white
supremacy, hypernationalism, even fascism—return
to the world, threatening democratic institutions and
values, can we still hold out hope that history will
render its verdict? Joan Wallach Scott critically
examines the belief that history will redeem us,
revealing the implicit politics of appeals to the
judgment of history. She argues that the notion of a
linear, ever-improving direction of history hides the
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persistence of power structures and hinders the
pursuit of alternative futures. This vision of necessary
progress perpetuates the assumption that the nationstate is the culmination of history and the ultimate
source for rectifying injustice. Scott considers the
Nuremberg Tribunal and South Africa’s Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, which claimed to carry
out history’s judgment on Nazism and apartheid, and
contrasts them with the movement for reparations for
slavery in the United States. Advocates for
reparations call into question a national history that
has long ignored enslavement and its racist legacies.
Only by this kind of critical questioning of the place of
the nation-state as the final source of history’s
judgment, this book shows, can we open up room for
radically different conceptions of justice.

Z for Zachariah
This volume brings together philosophical
perspectives on emotions, imagination and moral
reasoning with contributions from neuroscience,
cognitive science, social psychology, personality
theory, developmental psychology, and abnormal
psychology. The book explores what we can learn
about the role of emotions and imagination in moral
reasoning from psychopathic adults in the general
community, from young children, and adolescents
with callous unemotional traits, and from normal child
development. It discusses the implications for
philosophical moral psychology of recent
experimental work on moral reasoning in the
cognitive sciences and neurosciences. Conversely, it
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shows what cognitive scientists and neuroscientists
have still to learn from philosophical perspectives on
moral reasoning, moral reflection, and moral
responsibility. Finally, it looks at whether
experimental methods used for researching moral
reasoning are consistent with the work in social
psychology and with philosophical thought on adult
moral reasoning in everyday life. The volume's wideranging perspectives reflect the varied audiences for
the volume, from students of philosophy to
psychologists working in cognition, social and
personality psychology, developmental psychology,
abnormal psychology, and cognitive neuroscience.

The Borderlands of Science
This foundational new book reminds us of our ancient
obligation to bring justice to the world. The essays in
this collection explore the spiritual underpinnings of
our Jewish commitment to justice, using Jewish text
and tradition, as well as contemporary sources and
models. Among the topics covered are women's
health, LGBTQ rights, healthcare, racial justice,
speaking truth to power, and community organizing.

Moral Resistance and Spiritual Authority
The tranquility of Mars is disrupted by humans who
want to conquer space, colonize the planet, and
escape a doomed Earth.

The Martian Chronicles
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Bestselling author Michael Shermer delves into the
unknown, from heretical ideas about the boundaries
of the universe to Star Trek's lessons about chance
and time A scientist pretends to be a psychic for a
day-and fools everyone. An athlete discovers that
good-luck rituals and getting into "the zone" may, or
may not, improve his performance. A historian
decides to analyze the data to see who was truly
responsible for the Bounty mutiny. A son explores the
possiblities of alternative and experimental medicine
for his cancer-ravaged mother. And a skeptic realizes
that it is time to turn the skeptical lens onto science
itself. In each of the fourteen essays in Science
Friction, psychologist and science historian Michael
Shermer explores the very personal barriers and
biases that plague and propel science, especially
when scientists push against the unknown. What do
we know and what do we not know? How does
science respond to controversy, attack, and
uncertainty? When does theory become accepted
fact? As always, Shermer delivers a thoughtprovoking, fascinating, and entertaining view of life in
the scientific age.

How We Believe
Believing herself to be the only survivor of a nuclear
war, Ann Burden greets a wandering stranger with
excitement and suspicion. An ALA Notable Book & ALA
Best Book for Young Adults. Reprint.

Do Morals Matter?
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Bestselling author Michael Shermer's exploration of
science and morality that demonstrates how the
scientific way of thinking has made people, and
society as a whole, more moral From Galileo and
Newton to Thomas Hobbes and Martin Luther King, Jr.,
thinkers throughout history have consciously
employed scientific techniques to better understand
the non-physical world. The Age of Reason and the
Enlightenment led theorists to apply scientific
reasoning to the non-scientific disciplines of politics,
economics, and moral philosophy. Instead of relying
on the woodcuts of dissected bodies in old medical
texts, physicians opened bodies themselves to see
what was there; instead of divining truth through the
authority of an ancient holy book or philosophical
treatise, people began to explore the book of nature
for themselves through travel and exploration;
instead of the supernatural belief in the divine right of
kings, people employed a natural belief in the right of
democracy. In The Moral Arc, Shermer will explain
how abstract reasoning, rationality, empiricism,
skepticism--scientific ways of thinking--have
profoundly changed the way we perceive morality
and, indeed, move us ever closer to a more just
world.

Skeptic
Recent polls show that 96% of Americans believe in
God. Why are people turning to religion in greater
numbers than ever before? In How We Believe,
Michael Shermer presents the results of an
exhaustive empirical study in which he asked 10,000
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Americans how and why they believe and about
details of their faith. The result offers fresh and
startling insights into age-old questions.

Science Friction
Collected essays from bestselling author Michael
Shermer's celebrated columns in Scientific American
For fifteen years, bestselling author Michael Shermer
has written a column in Scientific American magazine
that synthesizes scientific concepts and theory for a
general audience. His trademark combination of deep
scientific understanding and entertaining writing style
has thrilled his huge and devoted audience for years.
Now, in Skeptic, seventy-five of these columns are
available together for the first time; a welcome
addition for his fans and a stimulating introduction for
new readers.

Emotions, Imagination, and Moral
Reasoning
For thousands of years, people have used nature to
justify their political, moral, and social judgments.
Such appeals to the moral authority of nature are still
very much with us today, as heated debates over
genetically modified organisms and human cloning
testify. The Moral Authority of Nature offers a wideranging account of how people have used nature to
think about what counts as good, beautiful, just, or
valuable. The eighteen essays cover a diverse array
of topics, including the connection of cosmic and
human orders in ancient Greece, medieval notions of
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sexual disorder, early modern contexts for
categorizing individuals and judging acts as "against
nature," race and the origin of humans, ecological
economics, and radical feminism. The essays also
range widely in time and place, from archaic Greece
to early twentieth-century China, medieval Europe to
contemporary America. Scholars from a wide variety
of fields will welcome The Moral Authority of Nature,
which provides the first sustained historical survey of
its topic. Contributors: Danielle Allen, Joan Cadden,
Lorraine Daston, Fa-ti Fan, Eckhardt Fuchs, Valentin
Groebner, Abigail J. Lustig, Gregg Mitman, Michelle
Murphy, Katharine Park, Matt Price, Robert N. Proctor,
Helmut Puff, Robert J. Richards, Londa Schiebinger,
Laura Slatkin, Julia Adeney Thomas, Fernando Vidal

The Telephone Gambit: Chasing
Alexander Graham Bell's Secret
Revised and Expanded Edition. In this age of
supposed scientific enlightenment, many people still
believe in mind reading, past-life regression theory,
New Age hokum, and alien abduction. A no-holdsbarred assault on popular superstitions and
prejudices, with more than 80,000 copies in print,
Why People Believe Weird Things debunks these
nonsensical claims and explores the very human
reasons people find otherworldly phenomena,
conspiracy theories, and cults so appealing. In an
entirely new chapter, "Why Smart People Believe in
Weird Things," Michael Shermer takes on science
luminaries like physicist Frank Tippler and others, who
hide their spiritual beliefs behind the trappings of
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science. Shermer, science historian and true crusader,
also reveals the more dangerous side of such illogical
thinking, including Holocaust denial, the recoveredmemory movement, the satanic ritual abuse scare,
and other modern crazes. Why People Believe Strange
Things is an eye-opening resource for the most
gullible among us and those who want to protect
them.

The Moral Authority of Nature
What is ethics? Where do moral standards come
from? Are they based on emotions, reason, or some
innate sense of right and wrong? For many scientists,
the key lies entirely in biology--especially in Darwinian
theories of evolution and self-preservation. But if
evolution is a struggle for survival, why are we still
capable of altruism? In his classic study The
Expanding Circle, Peter Singer argues that altruism
began as a genetically based drive to protect one's
kin and community members but has developed into
a consciously chosen ethic with an expanding circle of
moral concern. Drawing on philosophy and
evolutionary psychology, he demonstrates that
human ethics cannot be explained by biology alone.
Rather, it is our capacity for reasoning that makes
moral progress possible. In a new afterword, Singer
takes stock of his argument in light of recent research
on the evolution of morality.

The Moral Arc
From bestselling author Michael Shermer, an
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investigation of the evolution of morality that is "a
paragon of popularized science and philosophy" The
Sun (Baltimore) A century and a half after Darwin first
proposed an "evolutionary ethics," science has begun
to tackle the roots of morality. Just as evolutionary
biologists study why we are hungry (to motivate us to
eat) or why sex is enjoyable (to motivate us to
procreate), they are now searching for the very
nature of humanity. In The Science of Good and Evil,
science historian Michael Shermer explores how
humans evolved from social primates to moral
primates; how and why morality motivates the human
animal; and how the foundation of moral principles
can be built upon empirical evidence. Along the way
he explains the implications of scientific findings for
fate and free will, the existence of pure good and pure
evil, and the development of early moral sentiments
among the first humans. As he closes the divide
between science and morality, Shermer draws on
stories from the Yanamamö, infamously known as the
"fierce people" of the tropical rain forest, to the
Stanford studies on jailers' behavior in prisons. The
Science of Good and Evil is ultimately a profound look
at the moral animal, belief, and the scientific pursuit
of truth.

What Is a Person?
This collection of original essays and commentary
considers not merely how history has shaped the
continuing struggle for racial equality, but also how
backlash and resistance to racial reforms continue to
dictate the state of race in America. Informed by a
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broad historical perspective, this book focuses
primarily on the promise of Reconstruction, and the
long demise of that promise. It traces the history of
struggles for racial justice from the post US Civil War
Reconstruction through the Jim Crow era, the Civil
Rights and Voting Rights decades of the 1950s and
1960s to the present day.

Student Activism, Politics, and Campus
Climate in Higher Education
2016 Winner of the Gospel Coalition Book Awards At
the time of his death, Christopher Hitchens was the
most notorious atheist in the world. And yet, all was
not as it seemed. “Nobody is not a divided self, of
course,” he once told an interviewer, “but I think it’s
rather strong in my case.” Hitchens was a man of
many contradictions: a Marxist in youth who longed
for acceptance among the social elites; a peacenik
who revered the military; a champion of the Left who
was nonetheless pro-life, pro-war-on-terror, and after
9/11 something of a neocon; and while he railed
against God on stage, he maintained
meaningful—though largely hidden from public
view—friendships with evangelical Christians like
Francis Collins, Douglas Wilson, and the author Larry
Alex Taunton. In The Faith of Christopher Hitchens,
Taunton offers a very personal perspective of one of
our most interesting and most misunderstood public
figures. Writing with genuine compassion and without
compromise, Taunton traces Hitchens’s spiritual and
intellectual development from his decision as a
teenager to reject belief in God to his rise to
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prominence as one of the so-called “Four Horsemen”
of the New Atheism. While Hitchens was, in the minds
of many Christians, Public Enemy Number One, away
from the lights and the cameras a warm friendship
flourished between Hitchens and the author; a
friendship that culminated in not one, but two lengthy
road trips where, after Hitchens’s diagnosis of
esophageal cancer, they studied the Bible together.
The Faith of Christopher Hitchens gives us a candid
glimpse into the inner life of this intriguing,
sometimes maddening, and unexpectedly vulnerable
man. “If everyone in the United States had the same
qualities of loyalty and care and concern for others
that Larry Taunton had, we'd be living in a much
better society than we do.” ~ Christopher Hitchens

On the Judgment of History
Alan Gewirth's Reason and Morality, in which he set
forth the Principle of Generic Consistency, is a major
work of modern ethical theory that, though much
debated and highly respected, has yet to gain full
acceptance. Deryck Beyleveld contends that this
resistance stems from misunderstanding of the
method and logical operations of Gewirth's central
argument. In this book Beyleveld seeks to remedy this
deficiency. His rigorous reconstruction of Gewirth's
argument gives its various parts their most
compelling formulation and clarifies its essential
logical structure. Beyleveld then classifies all the
criticisms that Gewirth's argument has received and
measures them against his reconstruction of the
argument. The overall result is an immensely rich
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picture of the argument, in which all of its complex
issues and key moves are clearly displayed and its
validity can finally be discerned. The
comprehensiveness of Beyleveld's treatment provides
ready access to the entire debate surrounding the
foundational argument of Reason and Morality. It will
be required reading for all who are interested in
Gewirth's theory and deontological ethics and will be
of central importance to moral and legal theorists.

Why People Believe Weird Things
Life's Work
Who is the 'Devil'? And what is he due? The Devil is
anyone who disagrees with you. And what he is due is
the right to speak his mind. He must have this for
your own safety's sake because his freedom is
inextricably tied to your own. If he can be censored,
why shouldn't you be censored? If we put barriers up
to silence 'unpleasant' ideas, what's to stop the
silencing of any discussion? This book is a fullthroated defense of free speech and open inquiry in
politics, science, and culture by the New York Times
bestselling author and skeptic Michael Shermer. The
new collection of essays and articles takes the Devil
by the horns by tackling five key themes: free thought
and free speech, politics and society, scientific
humanism, religion, and the ideas of controversial
intellectuals. For our own sake, we must give the
Devil his due.
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The Moral Meaning of Nature
A creationist-turned-scientist demonstrates the facts
of evolution and exposes Intelligent Design's real
agenda Science is on the defensive. Half of Americans
reject the theory of evolution and "Intelligent Design"
campaigns are gaining ground. Classroom by
classroom, creationism is overthrowing biology. In
Why Darwin Matters, bestselling author Michael
Shermer explains how the newest brand of
creationism appeals to our predisposition to look for a
designer behind life's complexity. Shermer decodes
the scientific evidence to show that evolution is not
"just a theory" and illustrates how it achieves the
design of life through the bottom-up process of
natural selection. Shermer, once an evangelical
Christian and a creationist, argues that Intelligent
Design proponents are invoking a combination of bad
science, political antipathy, and flawed theology. He
refutes their pseudoscientific arguments and then
demonstrates why conservatives and people of faith
can and should embrace evolution. He then appraises
the evolutionary questions that truly need to be
settled, building a powerful argument for science
itself. Cutting the politics away from the facts, Why
Darwin Matters is an incisive examination of what is
at stake in the debate over evolution.

Science in the Soul
What, if anything, does biological evolution tell us
about the nature of religion, ethical values, or even
the meaning and purpose of life? The Moral Meaning
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of Nature sheds new light on these enduring
questions by examining the significance of an
earlier—and unjustly neglected—discussion of Darwin
in late nineteenth-century Germany. We start with
Friedrich Nietzsche, whose writings staged one of the
first confrontations with the Christian tradition using
the resources of Darwinian thought. The
lebensphilosophie, or “life-philosophy,” that arose
from his engagement with evolutionary ideas drew
responses from other influential thinkers, including
Franz Overbeck, Georg Simmel, and Heinrich Rickert.
These critics all offered cogent challenges to
Nietzsche’s appropriation of the newly transforming
biological sciences, his negotiation between science
and religion, and his interpretation of the implications
of Darwinian thought. They also each proposed
alternative ways of making sense of Nietzsche’s
unique question concerning the meaning of biological
evolution “for life.” At the heart of the discussion were
debates about the relation of facts and values, the
place of divine purpose in the understanding of
nonhuman and human agency, the concept of life,
and the question of whether the sciences could offer
resources to satisfy the human urge to discover
sources of value in biological processes. The Moral
Meaning of Nature focuses on the historical
background of these questions, exposing the complex
ways in which they recur in contemporary
philosophical debate.

How We Believe
Calls for an end to religion's role in dictating morality,
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demonstrating how the scientific community's
understandings about the human brain may enable
the establishment of secular codes of behavior.

The Believing Brain
Americans constantly make moral judgments about
presidents and foreign policy. Unfortunately, many of
these assessments are poorly thought through. A
president is either praised for the moral clarity of his
statements or judged solely on the results of their
actions. In Do Morals Matter?, Joseph S. Nye, Jr., one
of the world's leading scholars of international
relations, provides a concise yet penetrating analysis
of the role of ethics in US foreign policy during the
American era after 1945. Nye works through each
presidency from FDR to Trump and scores their
foreign policy on three ethical dimensions of their
intentions, the means they used, and the
consequences of their decisions. Alongside this, he
also evaluates their leadership qualities, elaborating
on which approaches work and which ones do not.
Regardless of a president's policy preference, Nye
shows that each one was not fully constrained by the
structure of the system and actually had choices. He
further notes the important ethical consequences of
non-actions, such as Truman's willingness to accept
stalemate in Korea rather than use nuclear weapons.
Since we so often apply moral reasoning to foreign
policy, Nye suggests how to do it better. Most
importantly, presidents need to factor in both the
political context and the availability of resources
when deciding how to implement an ethical policyPage 16/28
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especially in a future international system that
presents not only great power competition from China
and Russia, but a host of transnational threats: the
illegal drug trade, infectious diseases, terrorism,
cybercrime, and climate change.

The Expanding Circle
Student Activism, Politics, and Campus Climate in
Higher Education presents a comprehensive,
contemporary portrait of political engagement and
student activism at postsecondary institutions in the
United States. This resource explores how colleges
and universities are experiencing unrest and in what
ways broader sociopolitical conflicts are evident oncampus, ultimately unpacking the political dimensions
of student engagement within campus climates.
Chapter authors in this book critically synthesize
relevant research, illuminate interdisciplinary
perspectives, and interrogate how current issues of
power and oppression shape participatory democracy
and higher education at large. A go-to resource for
researchers, faculty, administrators, and student
affairs professionals, this text addresses the most
intractable challenges facing society and its
institutions of higher education.

The Unpersuadables
Bestselling author Shermer presents a comprehensive
and provocative theory on how beliefs are born,
formed, reinforced, challenged, changed, and
extinguished.
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The Moral Arc
Documents the illicit beginnings of the lucrative
telephone monopoly, revealing how Bell's journals
acknowledged his illegal copying of Elisha Gray's
invention in order to secure what would become the
nation's most valuable patent. Reprint. 13,000 first
printing.

Jeanne D'Arc
Presents a collection of essays on various topics in
science and personalities in science, including Carl
Sagan, Sigmund Freud, and Alfred Russel Wallace.

The Foundations of Natural Morality
Interweaves personal memoir and investigative
journalism with the latest neuroscience and
experimental psychology research to reveal how the
stories individuals tell themselves about the world
shape their beliefs, leading to self-deception, toxic
partisanship, and science denial.

Freedom and the End of Reason
What is a person? This fundamental question is a
perennial concern of philosophers and theologians.
But, Christian Smith here argues, it also lies at the
center of the social scientist’s quest to interpret and
explain social life. In this ambitious book, Smith
presents a new model for social theory that does
justice to the best of our humanistic visions of people,
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life, and society. Finding much current thinking on
personhood to be confusing or misleading, Smith finds
inspiration in critical realism and personalism.
Drawing on these ideas, he constructs a theory of
personhood that forges a middle path between the
extremes of positivist science and relativism. Smith
then builds on the work of Pierre Bourdieu, Anthony
Giddens, and William Sewell to demonstrate the
importance of personhood to our understanding of
social structures. From there he broadens his scope to
consider how we can know what is good in personal
and social life and what sociology can tell us about
human rights and dignity. Innovative, critical, and
constructive, What Is a Person? offers an inspiring
vision of a social science committed to pursuing
causal explanations, interpretive understanding, and
general knowledge in the service of truth and the
moral good.

The Theory of Moral Sentiments
In Freedom and the End of Reason, Richard L. Velkley
offers an influential interpretation of the central issue
of Kant’s philosophy and an evaluation of its position
within modern philosophy’s larger history. He
persuasively argues that the whole of
Kantianism—not merely the Second Critique—focuses
on a “critique of practical reason” and is a response
to a problem that Kant saw as intrinsic to reason
itself: the teleological problem of its goodness.
Reconstructing the influence of Rousseau on Kant’s
thought, Velkley demonstrates that the relationship
between speculative philosophy and practical
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philosophy in Kant is far more intimate than generally
has been perceived. By stressing a Rousseau-inspired
notion of reason as a provider of practical ends, he is
able to offer an unusually complete account of Kant’s
idea of moral culture.

The Science of Good and Evil
How we feel is as vital to our survival as how we
think. This claim, based on the premise that emotions
are largely adaptive, serves as the organizing theme
of Why We Need Religion. This book is a novel
pathway in a well-trodden field of religious studies
and philosophy of religion. Stephen Asma argues that,
like art, religion has direct access to our emotional
lives in ways that science does not. Yes, science can
give us emotional feelings of wonder and the
sublime--we can feel the sacred depths of nature--but
there are many forms of human suffering and
vulnerability that are beyond the reach of help from
science. Different emotional stresses require different
kinds of rescue. Unlike secular authors who praise
religion's ethical and civilizing function, Asma argues
that its core value lies in its emotionally therapeutic
power. No theorist of religion has failed to notice the
importance of emotions in spiritual and ritual life, but
truly systematic research has only recently delivered
concrete data on the neurology, psychology, and
anthropology of the emotional systems. This very
recent "affective turn" has begun to map out a
powerful territory of embodied cognition. Why We
Need Religion incorporates new data from these
affective sciences into the philosophy of religion. It
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goes on to describe the way in which religion
manages those systems--rage, play, lust, care, grief,
and so on. Finally, it argues that religion is still the
best cultural apparatus for doing this adaptive work.
In short, the book is a Darwinian defense of religious
emotions and the cultural systems that manage them.

Reconstruction and the Arc of Racial
(in)Justice
A Turing Award-winning computer scientist and
statistician shows how understanding causality has
revolutionized science and will revolutionize artificial
intelligence "Correlation is not causation." This
mantra, chanted by scientists for more than a
century, has led to a virtual prohibition on causal talk.
Today, that taboo is dead. The causal revolution,
instigated by Judea Pearl and his colleagues, has cut
through a century of confusion and established
causality -- the study of cause and effect -- on a firm
scientific basis. His work explains how we can know
easy things, like whether it was rain or a sprinkler that
made a sidewalk wet; and how to answer hard
questions, like whether a drug cured an illness. Pearl's
work enables us to know not just whether one thing
causes another: it lets us explore the world that is and
the worlds that could have been. It shows us the
essence of human thought and key to artificial
intelligence. Anyone who wants to understand either
needs The Book of Why.

Heavens on Earth
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Bestselling author Michael Shermer's exploration of
science and morality that demonstrates how the
scientific way of thinking has made people, and
society as a whole, more moral From Galileo and
Newton to Thomas Hobbes and Martin Luther King, Jr.,
thinkers throughout history have consciously
employed scientific techniques to better understand
the non-physical world. The Age of Reason and the
Enlightenment led theorists to apply scientific
reasoning to the non-scientific disciplines of politics,
economics, and moral philosophy. Instead of relying
on the woodcuts of dissected bodies in old medical
texts, physicians opened bodies themselves to see
what was there; instead of divining truth through the
authority of an ancient holy book or philosophical
treatise, people began to explore the book of nature
for themselves through travel and exploration;
instead of the supernatural belief in the divine right of
kings, people employed a natural belief in the right of
democracy. In "The Moral Arc," Shermer will explain
how abstract reasoning, rationality, empiricism,
skepticism--scientific ways of thinking--have
profoundly changed the way we perceive morality
and, indeed, move us ever closer to a more just
world.

The Dialectical Necessity of Morality
Life is getting better—and at an accelerating rate.
Food availability, income, and life span are up;
disease, child mortality, and violence are down — all
across the globe. Though the world is far from perfect,
necessities and luxuries alike are getting cheaper;
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population growth is slowing; Africa is following Asia
out of poverty; the Internet, the mobile phone, and
container shipping are enriching people’s lives as
never before. The pessimists who dominate public
discourse insist that we will soon reach a turning point
and things will start to get worse. But they have been
saying this for two hundred years. Yet Matt Ridley
does more than describe how things are getting
better. He explains why. Prosperity comes from
everybody working for everybody else. The habit of
exchange and specialization—which started more
than 100,000 years ago—has created a collective
brain that sets human living standards on a rising
trend. The mutual dependence, trust, and sharing
that result are causes for hope, not despair. This bold
book covers the entire sweep of human history, from
the Stone Age to the Internet, from the stagnation of
the Ming empire to the invention of the steam engine,
from the population explosion to the likely
consequences of climate change. It ends with a
confident assertion that thanks to the ceaseless
capacity of the human race for innovative change,
and despite inevitable disasters along the way, the
twenty-first century will see both human prosperity
and natural biodiversity enhanced. Acute, refreshing,
and revelatory, The Rational Optimist will change your
way of thinking about the world for the better.

Why Darwin Matters
In Life’s Work, an outspoken, Christian reproductive
justice advocate and abortion provider (one of the few
doctors to provide such services to women in
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Mississippi and Alabama) pulls from his personal and
professional journeys as well as the scientific training
he received as a doctor to reveal how he came to
believe, unequivocally, that helping women in need,
without judgment, is precisely the Christian thing to
do. Dr. Willie Parker grew up in the Deep South, lived
in a Christian household, and converted to an even
more fundamentalist form of Christianity as a young
man. But upon reading an interpretation of the Good
Samaritan in a sermon by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
he realized that in order to be a true Christian, he
must show compassion for all women regardless of
their needs. In 2009, he stopped practicing obstetrics
to focus entirely on providing safe abortions for the
women who need help the most—often women in
poverty and women of color—and in the hot bed of
the pro-choice debate: the South. He soon thereafter
traded in his private practice and his penthouse
apartment in Hawaii for the life of an itinerant
abortion provider, focusing most recently on women
in the Deep South. In Life’s Work, Dr. Willie Parker
tells a deeply personal and thought-provoking
narrative that illuminates the complex societal,
political, religious, and personal realities of abortion in
the United States from the unique perspective of
someone who performs them and defends the right to
do so every day. He also looks at how a new wave of
anti-abortion activism, aimed at making incremental
changes in laws and regulations state by state, are
slowly chipping away at the rights of women to
control their own lives. In revealing his daily battle
against mandatory waiting periods and bogus rules
governing the width of hallways, Dr. Parker uncovers
the growing number of strings attached to the right to
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choose and makes a powerful Christian case for
championing reproductive rights.

Giving the Devil his Due
The Rational Optimist
A new edition covering the latest scientific research
on how the brain makes us believers or skeptics
Recent polls report that 96 percent of Americans
believe in God, and 73 percent believe that angels
regularly visit Earth. Why is this? Why, despite the
rise of science, technology, and secular education, are
people turning to religion in greater numbers than
ever before? Why do people believe in God at all?
These provocative questions lie at the heart of How
We Believe , an illuminating study of God, faith, and
religion. Bestselling author Michael Shermer offers
fresh and often startling insights into age-old
questions, including how and why humans put their
faith in a higher power, even in the face of scientific
skepticism. Shermer has updated the book to explore
the latest research and theories of psychiatrists,
neuroscientists, epidemiologists, and philosophers, as
well as the role of faith in our increasingly diverse
modern world. Whether believers or nonbelievers, we
are all driven by the need to understand the universe
and our place in it. How We Believe is a brilliant
scientific tour of this ancient and mysterious desire.

The Book of Why
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The best-selling author of Why People Believe Weird
Things demonstrates how scientific modes of thought,
as demonstrated by forefront minds and cultures,
have helped people and societies become more
moral.

The Faith of Christopher Hitchens
A "defense of science and clear thinking [in a] careerspanning collection of essays, including twenty pieces
published in the United States for the first
time"--Amazon.com.

The Moral Landscape
Recent years have seen a renaissance of interest in
the relationship between natural law and natural
rights. During this time, the concept of natural rights
has served as a conceptual lightning rod, either
strengthening or severing the bond between
traditional natural law and contemporary human
rights. Does the concept of natural rights have the
natural law as its foundation or are the two ideas, as
Leo Strauss argued, profoundly incompatible? With
The Foundations of Natural Morality, S. Adam
Seagrave addresses this controversy, offering an
entirely new account of natural morality that
compellingly unites the concepts of natural law and
natural rights. Seagrave agrees with Strauss that the
idea of natural rights is distinctly modern and does
not derive from traditional natural law. Despite their
historical distinctness, however, he argues that the
two ideas are profoundly compatible and that the
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thought of John Locke and Thomas Aquinas provides
the key to reconciling the two sides of this longstanding debate. In doing so, he lays out a coherent
concept of natural morality that brings together
thinkers from Plato and Aristotle to Hobbes and
Locke, revealing the insights contained within these
disparate accounts as well as their incompleteness
when considered in isolation. Finally, he turns to an
examination of contemporary issues, including health
care, same-sex marriage, and the death penalty,
showing how this new account of morality can open
up a more fruitful debate.
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