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E. M. Delafield's largely autobiographical novel takes the form of a journal written
by an upper-middle-class lady living in a Devonshire village. Written with humour,
this charming novel is full of the peculiarities of daily life. The Provincial Lady of
the title attempts to avoid disaster and prevent chaos from descending upon her
household. But with a husband reluctant to do anything but doze behind The
Times, mischievous children and trying servants, it's a challenge keeping up
appearances on an inadequate income, particularly in front of the infuriating and
haughty Lady Boxe. As witty and delightful today as when it was first published in
1930, Diary of a Provincial Lady is a brilliantly observed comic novel and an
acknowledged classic. This beautiful Macmillan Collector's Library edition
features an introduction by author and journalist Christina Hardyment. Designed
to appeal to the book lover, the Macmillan Collector's Library is a series of
beautiful gift-editions of much loved classic titles. Macmillan Collector's Library
are books to love and treasure.
The award-winning author of The Making of the Atomic Bomb describes the
lesser-known technological talents of actress Hedy Lamarr and the collaborative
work with avant-garde composer George Antheil that eventually led to the
development of spread-spectrum radio, cell phones and GPS systems. (This
book was previously listed in Forecast.
Kathleen “Kick” Kennedy was the incandescent life-force of the fabled Kennedy
family, her father’s acknowledged “favorite of all the children” and her brother
Jack’s “psychological twin.” She was the Kennedy of Kennedys, sure of her
privilege, magnetically charming and somehow not quite like anyone else on
whatever stage she happened to grace. The daughter of the American
ambassador to the Court of St James’s, Kick swept into Britain’s aristocracy like
a fresh wind on a sweltering summer day. In a decaying world where everything
was based on stultifying sameness and similarity, she was gloriously,
exhilaratingly different. Kick was the girl whom all the boys fell in love with, the
girl who remained painfully out of reach for most of them. To Kick, everything
about this life was fun and amusing—until suddenly it was not. For this is also a
story of how a girl like Kick, a girl who had everything, a girl who seemed made
for happiness, confronted crushing sadness. Willing to pay the price for choosing
the love she wanted, she would have to face the consequences of forsaking
much that was dear to her. Bestselling and award-winning biographer Barbara
Leaming draws on her unique access to firsthand accounts, extensive
conversations with many of the key players, and previously-unseen sources to
transport us to another world, one of immense wealth, arcane rituals and rules,
glamour and tragedy, that has now disappeared forever. It was a world of dukes
and duchesses, of grand houses, of country house weekends, and of wild rich
boys. But it was also a world of blood and war, and of immeasurable loss. It was
a time of complete upheaval, as reflected in the life of this most unlikely and
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unforgettable central character. Kick Kennedy reveals her story, that of a young
girl learning about love, sex, and death—and doing it all at warp speed as the
world races toward war and then reels in the war’s chaotic aftermath. This is the
coming-of-age story of the female star of the Kennedy family, and ultimately a
tragic, romantic story that will break your heart.
“Spectacular.”—NPR • “Uproariously funny.”—The Boston Globe • “An artistic
triumph.”—San Francisco Chronicle • “A novel in which comedy and pathos are
exquisitely balanced.”—The Washington Post • “Shteyngart’s best book.”—The
Seattle Times The bestselling author of Super Sad True Love Story returns with a
biting, brilliant, emotionally resonant novel very much of our times. NAMED ONE
OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE
AND MAUREEN CORRIGAN, NPR’S FRESH AIR AND NAMED ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • NPR •
The Washington Post • O: The Oprah Magazine • Mother Jones • Glamour •
Library Journal • Kirkus Reviews • Newsday • Pamela Paul, KQED • Financial
Times • The Globe and Mail Narcissistic, hilariously self-deluded, and divorced
from the real world as most of us know it, hedge-fund manager Barry Cohen
oversees $2.4 billion in assets. Deeply stressed by an SEC investigation and by
his three-year-old son’s diagnosis of autism, he flees New York on a Greyhound
bus in search of a simpler, more romantic life with his old college sweetheart.
Meanwhile, his super-smart wife, Seema—a driven first-generation American who
craved the picture-perfect life that comes with wealth—has her own demons to
face. How these two flawed characters navigate the Shteyngartian chaos of their
own making is at the heart of this piercing exploration, a poignant tale of familial
longing and an unsentimental ode to America. LONGLISTED FOR THE
CARNEGIE MEDAL FOR EXCELLENCE IN FICTION “The fuel and oxygen of
immigrant literature—movement, exile, nostalgia, cultural disorientation—are what
fire the pistons of this trenchant and panoramic novel. . . . [It is] a novel so
pungent, so frisky and so intent on probing the dissonances and delusions—both
individual and collective—that grip this strange land getting stranger.”—The New
York Times Book Review “Shteyngart, perhaps more than any American writer of
his generation, is a natural. He is light, stinging, insolent and melancholy. . . . The
wit and the immigrant’s sense of heartbreak—he was born in Russia—just seem to
pour from him. The idea of riding along behind Shteyngart as he glides across
America in the early age of Trump is a propitious one. He doesn’t
disappoint.”—The New York Times
Don't miss this New York Times bestselling "impossible to put down" (Buzzfeed)
novel with deadly stakes, thrilling twists, and juicy secrets--perfect for fans of One
of Us is Lying and Knives Out. Avery Grambs has a plan for a better future:
survive high school, win a scholarship, and get out. But her fortunes change in an
instant when billionaire Tobias Hawthorne dies and leaves Avery virtually his
entire fortune. The catch? Avery has no idea why -- or even who Tobias
Hawthorne is. To receive her inheritance, Avery must move into sprawling, secret
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passage-filled Hawthorne House, where every room bears the old man's touch -and his love of puzzles, riddles, and codes. Unfortunately for Avery, Hawthorne
House is also occupied by the family that Tobias Hawthorne just dispossessed.
This includes the four Hawthorne grandsons: dangerous, magnetic, brilliant boys
who grew up with every expectation that one day, they would inherit billions. Heir
apparent Grayson Hawthorne is convinced that Avery must be a conwoman, and
he's determined to take her down. His brother, Jameson, views her as their
grandfather's last hurrah: a twisted riddle, a puzzle to be solved. Caught in a
world of wealth and privilege, with danger around every turn, Avery will have to
play the game herself just to survive.
Fans of The Kennedy Debutante and Last Year in Havana will love Georgie
Blalock’s new novel of a world on the cusp of change...set on the eve of World
War II in the glittering world of English society and one of the last debutante
seasons. They danced the night away, knowing their world was about to change
forever. They were the debutantes of 1939, laughing on the outside, but knowing
tragedy— and a war—was just around the corner. When Valerie de Vere Cole, the
niece of Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, makes her deep curtsey to the King
and Queen of England, she knows she’s part of a world about to end. The
daughter of a debt-ridden father and a neglectful mother, Valerie sees firsthand
that war is imminent. Nevertheless, Valerie reinvents herself as a carefree and
glittering young society woman, befriending other debutantes from England’s
aristocracy as well as the vivacious Eunice Kennedy, daughter of the U.S.
Ambassador. Despite her social success, the world’s troubles and Valerie’s fear
of loss and loneliness prove impossible to ignore. How will she navigate her new
life when everything in her past has taught her that happiness and stability are as
fragile as peace in our time? For the moment she will forget her cares in too
much champagne and waltzes. Because very soon, Valerie knows that she must
find the inner strength to stand strong and carry on through the challenges of life
and love and war.
From the New York Times bestselling author of The Perfume Collector comes
this charming, witty novel about a “professional” flirt. “Unique situation for an
attractive, well-mannered, morally flexible young man. Hours irregular. Pay
generous. Discretion a must…” When struggling, out-of-work actor, Hughie
Venables-Smythe sees the mysterious job description in the classifieds, he’s
convinced he’s found his destiny. For, though he’s become accustomed to
running out of credit on his cell phone, sleeping on his sister’s sofa, and begging
the waitress at the local café to let him slide yet again on his bill, he longs to treat
his lover—the sexy, sophisticated, and amorously ruthless lingerie designer,
Leticia Vane, to the finer things in life. But how is he to win her heart if he can’t
even pay for dinner? When he learns that his lucrative new position means flirting
with married women who have been neglected by their spouses, he can’t believe
his luck. Soon initiated into the extraordinary secret fraternity of the Professional
Flirt, Hughie promises to have an exceptional career ahead of him. However, the
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life of a Flirt is a curiously lonely calling and there’s one absolute rule his new
employer has: he must remain single. Only—how can he live without the delicious
Leticia Vane? Surely, there’s nothing wrong with using a few of his newly
polished romantic skills on the side to quietly seduce the woman he loves . . . is
there? As clueless as he is handsome, Hughie gamely decides to throw his
already complicated life into utter chaos . . . and discovers exactly why a Flirt’s
professional and personal life should never mix.
Once upon a time three young ladies vowed to record their first London
seasons...and to fill in the gaps of their finishing school educations. Thus began
The Debutante Diaries—and London will never be the same... “Fans of Regency
romance authors Eloisa James, Tessa Dare, and Mary Jo Putney will go
wild.”—Booklist An heiress with a daring proposal. An earl who’s determined to
resist her. And a love that just might be written in the stars, in First Earl I See
Tonight by Anna Bennett. Recently jilted by his fiancée, David Gray, Earl of
Ravenport is not in the market for a wife. Even if Gray didn’t have his hands full
renovating his crumbling country house, it would take more than a bold marriage
proposal from a headstrong young beauty to thaw his frozen heart. Gray is
confident that spending a week at his ramshackle estate will change her mind
about marriage, but every passionate moment he spends with her tempts him to
change his... A talented artist, Miss Fiona Hartley desperately needs her dowry
money to pay off a blackmailer set on ruining her sister. The handsome earl
seems a sensible choice for a husband...if only she can convince him that
romance will play no part. But marrying in name only may prove difficult for
Fiona. Gray can’t help but be dazzled by her genuine warmth. Yet as their
feelings deepen, Fiona’s deadline looms. Will her secrets destroy them, or is true
love their final destiny?
“What would Emily Post do?” Even today, Americans cite the author of the perennial
bestseller Etiquette as a touchstone for proper behavior. But who was the woman behind the
myth, the authority on good manners who has outlasted all comers? Award-winning author
Laura Claridge presents the first authoritative biography of the unforgettable woman who
changed the mindset of millions of Americans, an engaging book that sweeps from the Gilded
Age to the 1960s.
Anyone can make a short film, right? Just grab some friends and your handheld and you can
do it in a weekend or two before being accepted to a slew of film festivals, right? Wrong.
Roberta Munroe screened short film submissions at Sundance for five years, and is an awardwinning short filmmaker in her own right. So she knows a thing or two about how not to make a
short film. From the first draft of your script to casting, production, editing, and distribution, this
is your one-stop primer for breaking into the business. Featuring interviews with many of
today's most talented writers, producers, and directors, as well as revealing stories (e.g., what
to do when the skinhead crack addict next door begins screaming obscenities as soon as you
call "action") from the sets of her own short films, Roberta walks you through the minefield of
mistakes that an aspiring filmmaker can make--so that you don't have to make them yourself.
Mary Wesley published her first novel at seventy and went on to write a further nine
bestsellers, including the legendary The Camomile Lawn, in a style best described as arsenic
without the old lace. Many of her stories were inspired by her experiences during the Blitz, and
by her marriages: the first to an aristocrat, a brief and conventional affair, and the second to a
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penniless writer she adored. A remarkable book about a remarkable woman, Patrick
Marnham's brilliantly researched and wonderfully impartial book disentangles truth from
rumour, highlighting the links between Wesley's real life and her fiction.
Biography of Oona O'Neill Chaplin, widow of Charlie Chaplin
The #1 New York Times bestselling novel and basis for the Academy Award-winning film—a
timeless and universal story about the lines we abide by, and the ones we don’t—nominated as
one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read. Aibileen is a black
maid in 1962 Jackson, Mississippi, who’s always taken orders quietly, but lately she’s unable
to hold her bitterness back. Her friend Minny has never held her tongue but now must
somehow keep secrets about her employer that leave her speechless. White socialite Skeeter
just graduated college. She’s full of ambition, but without a husband, she’s considered a
failure. Together, these seemingly different women join together to write a tell-all book about
work as a black maid in the South, that could forever alter their destinies and the life of a small
town...
The Season: A Social History of the DebutanteW. W. Norton & Company
“The reigning queen of historical fiction” -- Fiona Davis, New York Times bestselling author of
The Lions of Fifth Avenue The New York Times and USA Today bestselling author of The
Huntress and The Alice Network returns with another heart-stopping World War II story of
three female code breakers at Bletchley Park and the spy they must root out after the war is
over. 1940. As England prepares to fight the Nazis, three very different women answer the call
to mysterious country estate Bletchley Park, where the best minds in Britain train to break
German military codes. Vivacious debutante Osla is the girl who has everything—beauty,
wealth, and the dashing Prince Philip of Greece sending her roses—but she burns to prove
herself as more than a society girl, and puts her fluent German to use as a translator of
decoded enemy secrets. Imperious self-made Mab, product of east-end London poverty, works
the legendary codebreaking machines as she conceals old wounds and looks for a socially
advantageous husband. Both Osla and Mab are quick to see the potential in local village
spinster Beth, whose shyness conceals a brilliant facility with puzzles, and soon Beth spreads
her wings as one of the Park’s few female cryptanalysts. But war, loss, and the impossible
pressure of secrecy will tear the three apart. 1947. As the royal wedding of Princess Elizabeth
and Prince Philip whips post-war Britain into a fever, three friends-turned-enemies are reunited
by a mysterious encrypted letter--the key to which lies buried in the long-ago betrayal that
destroyed their friendship and left one of them confined to an asylum. A mysterious traitor has
emerged from the shadows of their Bletchley Park past, and now Osla, Mab, and Beth must
resurrect their old alliance and crack one last code together. But each petal they remove from
the rose code brings danger--and their true enemy--closer...
Nancy Mitford was, in the words of her sister Lady Diana Mosley, 'very, very complex'. Her
highly autobiographical early work, the biographies and novels of her more mature French
period, her journalism, and the vast body of letters to her family, friends such as Evelyn
Waugh, and to the great love of her life, Gaston Palewski, all tell an intriguing story. Drawing
from these, as well as conversations with Mitford's two surviving sisters, acquaintances and
colleagues, prize-winning author Laura Thompson has fashioned a portrait of a contradictory
and courageous woman. Approaching her subject with wit, perspicacity and huge affection,
Thompson makes her serious points lightly, eschewing clichés about the eccentricities of the
Mitford clan. Life in a Cold Climate is full of the sound of Mitfordian laughter;but tells also the
often paradoxical and complex story beneath the smiling and ever elegant façade.
Documents the early life of Jane Addams, the founder of Hull House and a Nobel Peace Prizewinner, discusses her mental health, and her place in history
A candid and insightful look at an era and a life through the eyes of one of the most remarkable
Americans of the twentieth century, First Lady and humanitarian Eleanor Roosevelt. The
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daughter of one of New York’s most influential families, niece of Theodore Roosevelt, and wife
of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Eleanor Roosevelt witnessed some of the most
remarkable decades in modern history, as America transitioned from the Gilded Age, the
Progressive Era, and the Depression to World War II and the Cold War. A champion of the
downtrodden, Eleanor drew on her experience and used her role as First Lady to help those in
need. Intimately involved in her husband’s political life, from the governorship of New York to
the White House, Eleanor would eventually become a powerful force of her own, heading
women’s organizations and youth movements, and battling for consumer rights, civil rights,
and improved housing. In the years after FDR’s death, this inspiring, controversial, and
outspoken leader would become a U.N. Delegate, chairman of the Commission on Human
Rights, a newspaper columnist, Democratic party activist, world-traveler, and diplomat devoted
to the ideas of liberty and human rights. This single volume biography brings her into focus
through her own words, illuminating the vanished world she grew up, her life with her political
husband, and the post-war years when she worked to broaden cooperation and understanding
at home and abroad. The Autobiography of Eleanor Roosevelt includes 16 pages of black-andwhite photos.
Lisa Genova meets 23andMe in this exploration of the genetic and emotional ties that bind, as
debut author Julie Clark delivers a compelling read about a young boy desperate to find his
place in this world, a mother coming to terms with her own past, and the healing power of
forgiveness. The powerful forces of science and family collide when geneticist Paige Robson
finds her world in upheaval: Her eight-year-old son Miles is struggling to fit in at his new school
and begins asking questions about his biological father that Paige can’t answer—until fate
thrusts the anonymous donor she used into their lives. Paige’s carefully constructed life begins
to unravel as the truth of Miles’s paternity threatens to destroy everything she has grown to
cherish. As Paige slowly opens herself up—by befriending an eccentric mother, confronting her
own deeply buried vulnerabilities, and trying to make sense of her absent father’s unexpected
return—she realizes breakthroughs aren’t only for the lab. But when tragedy strikes, Paige
must face the consequences of sharing a secret only she knows. With grace and humor, Julie
Clark shows that while the science is fascinating, solving these intimate mysteries of who we
are and where we come from unleashes emotions more complex than the strands of DNA that
shape us.
She’s a secret sensation. Miss Lily Hartley is the anonymous mastermind behind the ton’s
latest obsession: The Debutante’s Revenge, a tell-all advice column for young ladies. To keep
her identity hidden, Lily delivers her columns disguised as a boy—which is well and good, until
she lands in the middle of tavern brawl. As luck would have it, a devastatingly handsome duke
sweeps in to rescue her. He has no idea who she is. Eric Nash, Duke of Stonebridge,
discovers there’s a beautiful woman hiding beneath a lad’s cap, and, before long, he’s falling
for the delightfully clever stranger recuperating in his house. He vows to help her find her
home, even though he’s reluctant to part with her. There’s only one problem... Neither does
she. Lily has no idea who she is. She could be a duchess or maid. Betrothed or married.
There’s only one thing she does know—that her attraction to Nash is more than skin-deep, and
it grows stronger every day. While Lily and Nash search to find her true identity, they just might
lose their hearts to each other... “Fans of Regency romance authors Eloisa James, Tessa
Dare, and Mary Jo Putney will go wild.” —Booklist "Deeply satisfying." - Publishers Weekly
The New York Times bestselling author of the acclaimed Dark Invasion, channels Erik Larson
and Ben Macintyre in this riveting biography of Betty Pack, the dazzling American debutante
who became an Allied spy during WWII and was hailed by OSS chief General “Wild Bill"
Donovan as “the greatest unsung heroine of the war.” Betty Pack was charming, beautiful,
and intelligent—and she knew it. As an agent for Britain’s MI-6 and then America’s OSS during
World War II, these qualities proved crucial to her success. This is the remarkable story of this
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“Mata Hari from Minnesota” (Time) and the passions that ruled her tempestuous life—a life
filled with dangerous liaisons and death-defying missions vital to the Allied victory. For
decades, much of Betty’s career working for MI-6 and the OSS remained classified. Through
access to recently unclassified files, Howard Blum discovers the truth about the attractive
blond, codenamed “Cynthia,” who seduced diplomats and military attachés across the globe in
exchange for ciphers and secrets; cracked embassy safes to steal codes; and obtained the
Polish notebooks that proved key to Alan Turing’s success with Operation Ultra. Beneath
Betty’s cool, professional determination, Blum reveals a troubled woman conflicted by the very
traits that made her successful: her lack of deep emotional connections and her readiness to
risk everything. The Last Goodnight is a mesmerizing, provocative, and moving portrait of an
exceptional heroine whose undaunted courage helped to save the world.
A warm, intimate account of the love between Eleanor Roosevelt and reporter Lorena
Hickok—a relationship that, over more than three decades, transformed both women's lives and
empowered them to play significant roles in one of the most tumultuous periods in American
history In 1932, as her husband assumed the presidency, Eleanor Roosevelt entered the
claustrophobic, duty-bound existence of the First Lady with dread. By that time, she had put
her deep disappointment in her marriage behind her and developed an independent life—now
threatened by the public role she would be forced to play. A lifeline came to her in the form of a
feisty campaign reporter for the Associated Press: Lorena Hickok. Over the next thirty years,
until Eleanor’s death, the two women carried on an extraordinary relationship: They were, at
different points, lovers, confidantes, professional advisors, and caring friends. They couldn't
have been more different. Eleanor had been raised in one of the nation’s most powerful
political families and was introduced to society as a debutante before marrying her distant
cousin, Franklin. Hick, as she was known, had grown up poor in rural South Dakota and
worked as a servant girl after she escaped an abusive home, eventually becoming one of the
most respected reporters at the AP. Her admiration drew the buttoned-up Eleanor out of her
shell, and the two quickly fell in love. For the next thirteen years, Hick had her own room at the
White House, next door to the First Lady. These fiercely compassionate women inspired each
other to right the wrongs of the turbulent era in which they lived. During the Depression, Hick
reported from the nation’s poorest areas for the WPA, and Eleanor used these reports to lobby
her husband for New Deal programs. Hick encouraged Eleanor to turn their frequent letters
into her popular and long-lasting syndicated column "My Day," and to befriend the female
journalists who became her champions. When Eleanor’s tenure as First Lady ended with
FDR's death, Hick pushed her to continue to use her popularity for good—advice Eleanor took
by leading the UN’s postwar Human Rights Commission. At every turn, the bond these women
shared was grounded in their determination to better their troubled world. Deeply researched
and told with great warmth, Eleanor and Hick is a vivid portrait of love and a revealing look at
how an unlikely romance influenced some of the most consequential years in American history.
From the Scottish highlands, to the bustle and tussle of London, to a hotel on the outskirts of
town, three unforgettable authors bring the joy of Christmas romance in Kissing Under the
Mistletoe. Great Scot! by Suzanne Enoch Miss Jane Bansil knows she will never have a fairytale moment. Well past the marriageable age, she’s taken a position as a companion and is
now stuck in Scotland for Christmas, alone even in the middle of the boisterous MacTaggert
family. But when Brennan Andrews, an architect and cousin to the MacTaggerts, arrives to
draw up plans for a new family home, Jane must decide if she will take a chance at a happilyever-after, or settle into her small, safe life for good. Christmas at Dewberry Hollow by Amelia
Grey Miss Isabelle Reed has no plans to ever fall in love. She has a perfectly acceptable life
with her mother at the Dewberry Hollow Inn, thank you very much. But when Gate, the Duke of
Notsgrave’s grandson, appears at Dewberry Hollow searching for a carving on a tree, Isabelle
cannot help but get involved. But Gate’s charm and their instant attraction makes Isabelle
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question if she’s willing to take her chance at love once again. My Mistletoe Beau by Anna
Bennett Miss Eva Tiding is determined to cheer her widowed father with the perfect Christmas
gift. Even if it means breaking into the home of the rakish Earl of Frostbough who swindled
Papa out of his pocket watch. But when the earl, Jack Hardwick, catches her in the act, they
strike a deal: she’ll pose as his fiancée in exchange for the watch. Falling in love is not part of
the plan—but with a little Christmas magic, anything is possible...
Charles Dickens' great-granddaughter Monica Dickens was the author of twenty-five novels
and many classics for children, and one of the most popular writers of her day. Born into the
upper classes, as a bored and unhappy debutante in the 1930s she took the incredible step of
going into domestic service and then writing a book about it. 'One Pair of Hands,' published in
1939, sold in the millions and has never been out of print. Her subsequent works, calling on
her rich experience as a wartime nurse, Spitfire factory worker, GI bride and more, sold in
similar numbers but are now largely forgotten. Often dismissed as a 'light' writer, and her
widespread appeal deflecting serious recognition, Monica Dickens was nevertheless highly
praised by some of the most respected authors of the twentieth century, and indeed beyond.
Far from writing lightly, in her middle period she addressed issues such as child abuse,
suicide, and inner-city deprivation. Her novels, always threaded with humour, were immensely
understanding of human frailties, but at the same time urged resilience and responsibility for
one's fellow man. These were qualities that Monica herself possessed in plenty. After
becoming a volunteer for the Samaritans in England, this deeply compassionate woman went
on to found the first branch of the organisation in America and hence to save countless lives.
Her name is engraved on a marker near the soaring bridges over the Cape Cod Canal, where
she campaigned for the erection of higher barriers to stop desperate people jumping to their
deaths. In her early sixties Monica produced an account of the experiences in her life which
had influenced her writing, her 1978 memoir 'An Open Book'. 'This is not the whole story of a
life,' begins the first chapter, and in truth much was omitted or by her own admission confused
with the semi-autobiographical works she had written as a young woman. 'An Open Book' is a
valuable starting-point but this first biography seeks to fill the gaps and to tell the story of her
later years, with the help of contemporary accounts, family histories, interviews with close
friends, articles and private correspondence, and not least Monica's major works and their
critical reception. All her writing life Monica was compared to Charles Dickens, not always
favourably. And yet the similarities between them are there: eccentric characters, humorous
observation of the English scene, social conscience, an optimistic and moral view of life - but
above all, talent for the written word.
HOW FAR CAN THE BONDS OF LOYALTY BE STRETCHED? As the war with the Saxons
reaches its darkest hour, Branwen is taking on 'suicidal' missions. Disaster strikes, and a
valued friend suffers a devastating injury, testing the loyalty of her band of followers to the limit.
Branwen must trust in the power of her destiny more than ever - and when she discovers her
greatest ally has entered a secret alliance with her greatest enemy, she decides enough is
enough. But a deadly trap awaits, and Branwen finds herself the prized prisoner of a man halfblinded by a thirst for revenge ...
"Washington Post columnist Alexandra Petri turns her satirical eye on her own life in this
hilarious new memoir ... Most twentysomethings spend a lot of time avoiding awkwardness.
Not Alexandra Petri. Afraid of rejection? Alexandra Petri has auditioned for America's Next Top
Model. Afraid of looking like an idiot? Alexandra Petri lost Jeopardy! by answering "Who is that
dude?" on national TV. Afraid of bad jokes? Alexandra Petri won an international pun
championship. Petri has been a debutante, reenacted the Civil War, and fended off suitors at a
Star Wars convention while wearing a Jabba the Hutt suit. One time, she let some cult
members she met on the street baptize her, just to be polite. She's a connoisseur of the kind of
awkwardness that most people spend whole lifetimes trying to avoid. If John Hodgman and
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Amy Sedaris had a baby ... they would never let Petri babysit it. But Petri is here to tell you:
Everything you fear is not so bad. Trust her. She's tried it. And in the course of her
misadventures, she's learned that there are worse things out there than awkwardness-and that
interesting things start to happen when you stop caring what people think."-One of People’s Top Ten Books of 2015 "[Larson] succeeds in providing a well-rounded
portrait of a woman who, until now, has never been viewed in full."—Boston Globe ?“A
biography that chronicles her life with fresh details . . . By making Rosemary the central
character, [Larson] has produced a valuable account of a mental health tragedy and an
influential family’s belated efforts to make amends.” — New York Times Book Review Joe and
Rose Kennedy’s strikingly beautiful daughter Rosemary attended exclusive schools, was
presented as a debutante to the queen of England, and traveled the world with her highspirited sisters. Yet Rosemary was intellectually disabled, a secret fiercely guarded by her
powerful and glamorous family. In Rosemary, Kate Clifford Larson uses newly uncovered
sources to bring Rosemary Kennedy’s story to light. Young Rosemary comes alive as a sweet,
lively girl adored by her siblings. But Larson also reveals the often desperate and duplicitous
arrangements the Kennedys made to keep her away from home as she became increasingly
difficult in her early twenties, culminating in Joe’s decision to have Rosemary lobotomized at
age twenty-three and the family’s complicity in keeping the secret. Only years later did the
Kennedy siblings begin to understand what had happened to Rosemary, which inspired them
to direct government attention and resources to the plight of the developmentally and mentally
disabled, transforming the lives of millions. “The forgotten Kennedy is forgotten no longer.
Rosemary is a rare thing, a book about the Kennedys that has something new to say.” —
Laurence Leamer, author of The Kennedy Women “Heartbreaking.” — Wall Street Journal
The author of the “sweeping, stirring, and heartrending” (Kristin Harmel, author of The Room
on Rue Amélie) The Light Over London returns with a masterful, glittering novel that whisks
you to midcentury Britain as it follows three of the last debutantes to be presented to Queen
Elizabeth II. When it’s announced that 1958 will be the last year debutantes are to be
presented at court, thousands of eager mothers and hopeful daughters flood the palace with
letters seeking the year’s most coveted invitation: a chance for their daughters to curtsey to
the young Queen Elizabeth and officially come out into society. In an effort to appease her
traditional mother, aspiring university student Lily Nichols agrees to become a debutante and
do the Season, a glittering and grueling string of countless balls and cocktail parties. In doing
so, she befriends two very different women: the cool and aloof Leana Hartford whose apparent
perfection hides a darker side and the ambitious Katherine Norman who dreams of a career
once she helps her parents find their place among the elite. But the glorious effervescence of
the Season evaporates once Lily learns a devastating secret that threatens to destroy her
entire family. Faced with a dark past, she’s forced to ask herself what really matters: her family
legacy or her own happiness. With her signature “intricate, tender, and convincing”
(Publishers Weekly) storytelling, Julia Kelly weaves an unforgettable tale of female friendship
amid the twilight days of Britain’s grand coming out balls.
When Laura Bush moved into the White House on January 20, 2001, everyone wanted to
know what kind of first lady she would be. Would she be like Mamie Eisenhower? Would she
follow in Barbara Bush’s footsteps? Would she be another Hillary Clinton? “I think I’ll just be
Laura Bush,” she would say. On Saturday, April 30, 2005, the world got a glimpse of what that
meant when she pushed aside the leader of the free world and stole the show at the White
House Correspondents’ Association dinner. Wearing a shimmering lime green Oscar de la
Renta gown, Laura wisecracked that she was a “desperate housewife” married to a president
who was always asleep at nine. Replayed constantly on the air, the stand-up routine with its
impeccable comedic timing turned the first lady into a glittering star. But while the performance
catapulted her to new status, it did not answer the question of who this former teacher and
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librarian really is and just what role she plays in influencing her husband and shaping his
administration. The Bushes are more effective than the FBI or CIA at keeping secret what goes
on behind the scenes at the White House, the ranch, or Camp David. Now, New York Times
bestselling author Ronald Kessler draws back that curtain in the first biography of Laura Bush
to be written with White House cooperation. Based on interviews with her closest friends and
confidantes from childhood to the present, as well as family members and administration
heavyweights like Condoleezza Rice and Andrew Card, Kessler paints a portrait of a woman
who, even as she ascended to the heights of political fortune and power, never lost touch with
the bedrock American values she absorbed in her youth. In this unprecedented account,
Kessler reveals: How Laura’s opinions have brought budget changes to a range of federal
agencies and have affected her husband’s policies, appointments, and worldview. Why Laura
told her press secretary in May 2001 she did not want to do any more media interviews. What
President Bush said to Laura at the dinner table after giving the “go” for the invasion of Iraq,
and what his father, former President George H. W. Bush, wrote him the next day about the
war. What Laura’s own political opinions are and what her relationship with twin daughters
Jenna and Barbara is really like. What Laura says in private about Hillary Clinton, media
attacks on her husband, and his victory in the 2004 election. And why Laura, at the age of
seventeen, missed a stop sign and caused a fatal accident that tragically left one of her best
friends dead. LAURA BUSH offers a remarkable look at the private world of this famously
reserved woman, as well as the beliefs and attitudes that shape it. The book will surprise
readers whose knowledge of the first lady comes from cautious media interviews and
speeches. Laura Bush’s approval rating stands at 85 percent. Since opinion polls first began
asking about them, no first lady has received a higher rating. This moving biography is the first
to penetrate the secret world of the president’s stealth counselor who is one of our most
admired public figures.
A biography of Pamela Churchill Harriman, based on over 800 interviews and archival
research, charting her life from marriage to Churchill’s son, Randolph, through two further
marriages to her eventual appointment as US Ambassador to France.
"The narrator, reading with clarity and precision, tells the well-known story of the Jewish girl
and her family who hid during the Holocaust...[This] high-quality read-along...[is] excellent for
school and public libraries." - Booklist
A Smithsonian Best History Book of 2019 “Sparkling.” —Genevieve Valentine, NPR Kristen
Richardson traces the social seasons of debutantes on both sides of the Atlantic, sharing their
stories in their own words, through diaries, letters, and interviews conducted at contemporary
balls. Richardson takes the reader from Georgian England to colonial Philadelphia, from the
Antebellum South and Wharton’s New York to the reimagined rituals of African American
communities. Originally conceived as a way to wed daughters to suitable men, debutante
rituals have adapted and evolved as marriage and women’s lives have changed. An inquiry
into the ritual’s enduring cultural significance, The Season also reveals the complex emotional
world of the girls at its center, whose every move was scrutinized and judged, and on whose
backs family fortunes rested.

Shots rang out in Savannah's grandest mansion in the misty,early morning hours of
May 2, 1981. Was it murder or self-defense? For nearly a decade, the shooting and its
aftermath reverberated throughout this hauntingly beautiful city of moss-hung oaks and
shaded squares. John Berendt's sharply observed, suspenseful, and witty narrative
reads like a thoroughly engrossing novel, and yet it is a work of nonfiction. Berendt
skillfully interweaves a hugely entertaining first-person account of life in this isolated
remnant of the Old South with the unpredictable twists and turns of a landmark murder
case. It is a spellbinding story peopled by a gallery of remarkable characters: the wellPage 10/13
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bred society ladies of the Married Woman's Card Club; the turbulent young redneck
gigolo; the hapless recluse who owns a bottle of poison so powerful it could kill every
man, woman, and child in Savannah; the aging and profane Southern belle who is the
"soul of pampered self-absorption"; the uproariously funny black drag queen; the
acerbic and arrogant antiques dealer; the sweet-talking, piano-playing con artist; young
blacks dancing the minuet at the black debutante ball; and Minerva, the voodoo
priestess who works her magic in the graveyard at midnight. These and other
Savannahians act as a Greek chorus, with Berendt revealing the alliances, hostilities,
and intrigues that thrive in a town where everyone knows everyone else. Midnight in the
Garden of Good and Evil is a sublime and seductive reading experience. Brilliantly
conceived and masterfully written, this enormously engaging portrait of a most beguiling
Southern city has become a modern classic.
Mix 1 oz. Chelsea Handler, 1.5 oz. Nora Ephron, finish with a twist of Tina Fey, and you
get Ali in Wonderland, the uproarious, revealing, and heartfelt memoir from acclaimed
actress and comedian Ali Wentworth. Whether spilling secrets about her
quintessentially WASPy upbringing (and her delicious rebellion against it), reminiscing
about her Seinfeld “Schmoopie” days and her appearances on The Oprah Winfrey
Show, The View, and The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, or baring the details of starting
a family alongside husband George Stephanopoulos, one thing is for sure—Ali has the
unsurpassable humor and warmth of a born storyteller with a story to tell: the quirky,
flavorful, surprising, and sometimes scandalous Ali in Wonderland. “Ali Wentworth is
funny and warm and crazy all at once. Like Barbara Eden. But on something. Like
crystal meth.” —Alec Baldwin
Spend a few hours with George Hamilton? Don't Mind If I Do Don't let that tanned,
handsome, charming surface fool you. Beneath the bronzed façade is a mischievous
mind with a wicked wit. George Hamilton doesn't miss a thing. With a front row seat for
classic Hollywood's biggest secrets and scandals, George has the intelligence, heart,
and unflappable spirit to tell his story, and the story of Tinseltown's heyday, with great
good humor and delicious candor -- as only he can. From Where the Boys Are to
Dancing with the Stars; from Mary Pickford to Elizabeth Taylor; from smalltown
Arkansas to the capitals of Europe -- it's all here, and George has lived to tell and to
laugh about it. As the child of a Dartmouth-educated bandleader father and a
glamorous Southern debutante mother whose marriage crumbled early on, George had
a childhood filled with misadventures and challenges that his mother always seemed
able to turn from tragedy to comedy. Her idea of changing the family's fortunes involved
a trip cross-country with three sons and a poodle in a Lincoln Continental, making stops
along the way to search for husband/father number three. And she was quick to
recognize that George's potential success lay in Hollywood. George starved nobly for
his art in the late 1950s, but was soon starring in major motion pictures directed by the
likes of Vincente Minnelli and Louis Malle. He has forgotten more about Hollywood than
most movie experts will ever know and shares intimate and hugely entertaining stories
of his friendships with Cary Grant; Brigitte Bardot; Robert Mitchum; Merle Oberon; Mae
West; Sammy Davis, Jr.; and Judy Garland -- not to mention Lyndon B. Johnson and
Elvis's Colonel Tom Parker as well as the King himself -- among others. The world is
Hamilton's oyster, and this ultimate insider is ready to share it with us. So fasten your
seat belt. We'll tell you when it's safe to move about the cabin again.
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Discover untold secrets with this extraordinary memoir of drama and tragedy by Anne
Glenconner—a close member of the royal circle and lady-in-waiting to Princess
Margaret. Anne Glenconner has been at the center of the royal circle from childhood,
when she met and befriended the future Queen Elizabeth II and her sister, the Princess
Margaret. Though the firstborn child of the 5th Earl of Leicester, who controlled one of
the largest estates in England, as a daughter she was deemed "the greatest
disappointment" and unable to inherit. Since then she has needed all her resilience to
survive court life with her sense of humor intact. A unique witness to landmark
moments in royal history, Maid of Honor at Queen Elizabeth's coronation, and a lady in
waiting to Princess Margaret until her death in 2002, Anne's life has encompassed
extraordinary drama and tragedy. In Lady in Waiting, she will share many intimate royal
stories from her time as Princess Margaret's closest confidante as well as her own
battle for survival: her broken-off first engagement on the basis of her "mad blood"; her
54-year marriage to the volatile, unfaithful Colin Tennant, Lord Glenconner, who left his
fortune to a former servant; the death in adulthood of two of her sons; a third son she
nursed back from a six-month coma following a horrific motorcycle accident. Through it
all, Anne has carried on, traveling the world with the royal family, including visiting the
White House, and developing the Caribbean island of Mustique as a safe harbor for the
rich and famous-hosting Mick Jagger, David Bowie, Raquel Welch, and many other
politicians, aristocrats, and celebrities. With unprecedented insight into the royal family,
Lady in Waiting is a witty, candid, dramatic, at times heart-breaking personal story
capturing life in a golden cage for a woman with no inheritance. New York Times
Bestseller USA Today Bestseller The Sunday Times Bestseller The Globe and Mail
Bestseller ABA Indie Bestseller The Times (UK) Memoir of the Year One of
Newsweek's Most Anticipated Books of 2020
Drawing on interviews, diaries, letters, and scrapbooks, this biography traces the rise
and fall of the first and most famous of the celebrity debutantes illustrating the strange
customs of three generations of high society
Spanning eight decades and chronicling the wild ride of a Greek-American family
through the vicissitudes of the twentieth century, Jeffrey Eugenides’ witty, exuberant
novel on one level tells a traditional story about three generations of a fantastic, absurd,
lovable immigrant family -- blessed and cursed with generous doses of tragedy and
high comedy. But there’s a provocative twist. Cal, the narrator -- also Callie -- is a
hermaphrodite. And the explanation for this takes us spooling back in time, through a
breathtaking review of the twentieth century, to 1922, when the Turks sacked Smyrna
and Callie’s grandparents fled for their lives. Back to a tiny village in Asia Minor where
two lovers, and one rare genetic mutation, set our narrator’s life in motion. Middlesex is
a grand, utterly original fable of crossed bloodlines, the intricacies of gender, and the
deep, untidy promptings of desire. It’s a brilliant exploration of divided people, divided
families, divided cities and nations -- the connected halves that make up ourselves and
our world.
Once upon a time in Anna Bennett's When You Wish Upon a Rogue, three young
ladies vowed to record their first London seasons and to fill in the gaps of their
educations. She knows what she wants. Miss Sophie Kendall is happiest arranging the
secret meetings of the Debutante Underground, a group of women who come together
to discuss the weekly advice column The Debutante’s Revenge. What makes Sophie
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most unhappy is her impending march down the aisle to a man she does not love. But
her family’s finances are in increasingly dire straits. He makes an offer she can’t
refuse. Henry Reese, Earl of Warshire, hasn’t slept in weeks. Desperate to escape his
manor house and its haunting memories, he heads for one of his abandoned London
properties. There he meets a beautiful, intriguing woman—trespassing. Reese is far less
interested in Sophie’s search for a secret meeting spot than he is in her surprising
ability to soothe his demons. So he strikes a bargain with her: his shop in exchange for
spending one night a week with him. Is this love for real—or just a dream? Sophie never
expected this to happen. But she cannot deny the fire Reese sparks in her—and soon
their shared desire burns bright. Sophie is irrevocably promised to another. But maybe
these two ill-fated lovers can find a way to risk it all—all the way to happily ever after...
"Sparkling." - Publishers Weekly on When You Wish Upon a Rogue “Fans of...Eloisa
James, Tessa Dare, and Mary Jo Putney will go wild.”—Booklist
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