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As the global economy continues to evolve, the idea of
sustainability has become a prevalent area of concentration.
Businesses are searching for more environmentally and
socially conscious practices as the market distances itself
from the industrial age. Implementing sustainable initiatives
starts with entrepreneurs, as these individuals are the
foundation for creating and building profitable societies.
Understanding the practice of sustainable entrepreneurship is
pivotal in predicting future trends in business and the
economy. Building an Entrepreneurial and Sustainable
Society provides emerging research exploring the theoretical
and practical aspects of sustainability within entrepreneurship
and its applications in modern socioeconomics. Featuring
coverage on a broad range of topics such as public policies,
internationalization, and social innovation, this book is ideally
designed for entrepreneurs, business specialists,
professionals, researchers, managers, economists,
educators, scholars, and students seeking current research
on the evolution of sustainable entrepreneurship and its
contextual factors.
This proceedings book presents a comprehensive view of
“smart” technologies and perspectives of their application in
various areas of economic activity. The authors of the book
combined the results of the cutting-edge research on the
topic of “smart” technologies in the digital economy and
Industry 4.0 and developed a unified scientific concept. The
current experience has been considered, and the prospects
for the application of “smart” technologies in society to
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technologies in public administration and law, as well as the
experience in development of e-government, have been
examined. “Smart” technologies in business activity have
been studied, and the transition from digital business to
business 4.0 has been justified. The book contains the
collection of the best works following the results of the 13th
International Research-to-Practice Conference “Smart
Technologies” for society, state and economy which was run
by the Institute of Scientific Communications (ISC) and was
held on July 2–3, 2020. The target audience of this book
includes researchers investigating fundamental and applied
problems of development of “smart” technologies, as well as
concerned parties outside the academic community, in
particular, representatives of the digital society, high-tech
business entities and officials regulating the digital economy
and Industry 4.0.
The concept of smart cities has become one of the most
significant new lines of thinking to emerge in the social
sciences in recent years, both from the research and policy
angles. To date, the focus in smart specialization has been
on what regions as a whole can do to bring about innovation,
but it hasn’t necessarily addressed the role cities play within
the field. This book aims to address that gap, drawing
together a team of leading contributors, to illustrate this
process with particular focus on cities. Smart Development in
Smart Communities discusses the cross-fertilization between
smart specialization and cities in fostering smart development
and its interactions with the macro-, micro- and mesoeconomic framework, from both a theoretical and applied
perspective. Specific topics covered by the book include:
human capital formation and utilization;
centralized/decentralized industrial policies; innovation
policies; collective learning; and the role of public utilities in
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development processes. This book tackles
some of the most important questions that must be faced
when investigating how structural change and innovation
processes are shaping local and global economic
development. It will be of interest to academics and
researchers in the area of Development Economics, Urban
Studies and Public Management.
The first part of this volume broadens the understanding of
contemporary industrial policy in local, regional, national, and
international contexts. The chapter by Wojnicka-Sycz (2020)
undertakes one of the most important challenges in RIS3, i.e.
the evaluation of the impact of regional SS industries on the
development of Polish regions. Based on the spatial panel
models for 2012–2017, she reveals the positive impact of SS
industries’ employment dynamics on regional GDP per
capita. The chapter responds to the research gap in a direct
measurement of how SS areas affect regional development.
The results provide the rationale for policy-makers to pursue
these strategies further. The chapter contributes to regional
New Industrial Policy by proving the efficiency of SS in
strengthening regional performance. Factors and barriers to
the development of smart mobility in mediumsized Polish
cities are the focus of the chapter by Kachniewska (2020).
The author applies a comprehensive set of methods to tackle
this issue and identifies the conditions for smart mobility,
drawing primarily on expert opinions. The results enable a
natural generalization of the identified determinants to the
similar context of Polish towns, the more important that the
research on medium cities is much rarer than studies on
metropolises. This contribution belongs to the research
streams of city governance and databased services, which
are closely connected to and dependent on industrial digital
transformation. Moreover, smart mobility addresses the
objective of environmental protection, one of the crucial
Page 3/30

Read Book Smart Specialisation Opportunities
And Challenges For Regional Innovation Policy
Regions
AndGodlewska-Dziobo?
Cities
targets of NIP.
(2020) performs
international comparisons between Central and Eastern
European Countries in 2020–2018. Particularly, she focuses
on the sectoral transformation of the employment structure in
these countries. Besides the important observations of spatial
dynamics in sectoral structures, the chapter points to the
increased importance of services relative to manufacturing in
contemporary structural transformations. Thus, it justifies the
expanded scope of New Industrial Policy that encompasses
not only industry, recently refreshed with 4.0 Revolution, but
also services, particularly the digital ones. The chapter by
Czech (2020) identifies the impact of global debt on the
national amounts outstanding of credit default swap contracts
(CDS) in nonfinancial institutions. She finds the dynamics of
the CDS notional amounts outstanding in response to global
household indebtedness and total non-financial sector
indebtedness in domestic banks. This contribution brings
valuable practical insights about the core and dynamics of
CDS and their usefulness in alleviating risks in international
exchange. We find this input particularly relevant for
industries and enterprises operating in global value chains.
Widera (2020) performs a spatial analysis of the induced
population potential of the communes in the Opolska region
in 2000 and 2018. The econometric analysis revealed both
the own potential of the communes and the interactions with
neighboring communes to develop this potential. These
findings are important to theorize about the bottom-level
sources of territorial units’ potential, both internal and those
stemming from spatial interactions. We find these conclusions
relevant to understand local-level origins of regional
transformations, as well as interdependencies among local
territorial units. The next two parts of this volume present
micro-level and bottomup contexts for industrial policy.
Particularly, these are the insights from management and
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business research
and from the research on governing
various stakeholder interests and networks. In the second
part, based on management and business theory and
empirical evidence, the authors discuss human resource and
technological challenges faced by the contemporary industry.
Potoczek (2020) performs a bibliometric research to
recognize the advancement of the process approach in
organizations. She finds the research on process
improvement as emerging. The major research community in
that area belongs to the IT field, while management
researchers are still a minor group. The author recommends
the increased interest from the management field as
conducive to the 4.0 transformation of organizational
processes. These results provide policy-relevant input to the
understanding of how academic research tackles digital
transformation in organizational processes. The chapter by
Igielski (2020) uses a survey among a sample of large
enterprise senior managers headquartered in Poland to
check whether and how they develop employee skills for the
challenges of Industry 4.0. The results are pessimistic since
they reveal the lack of adaptive and developmental actions in
this regard. Nevertheless, there is also a positive sign,
namely the awareness of the challenges posed by the 4.0
revolution. Thus, the chapter is valuable for the
recommendations as to competence development in
industrial transition to the digital economy. Flak (2020)
presents an interesting test for the system of organizational
terms as to its usefulness in the practice of motivating people
and in a dedicated software. Based on a research experiment
in real-life business settings, the author proves the
applicability of theory-driven organizational terms in software
applications supporting managers in their motivating
functions. The chapter contributes important observations as
to the interrelations among managerial and technological
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investigates lean management tools at hotels in Poland,
based on a large sample of hotel representatives. The results
are helpful in understanding the types of lean management
tools, as well as their major targets in the researched
organizations. The input of the study rests in filling the
research gap as to the particular tools of lean management
applied in the hotel industry to improve services and
processes. The focus of this chapter on a particular industry
provides a relevant basis for further application and
upgrading of this service sector. The chapter by Mazurkiewicz
(2020) offers an assessment of the impact of national culture
on career orientation and career values among Polish and
Chinese students of economics. Surprisingly, the value
system does not differ much between the two national
samples, despite the distinct characteristics of the two
national cultures, according to Hofstede’s method.
Consequently, the author assumes national culture as
moderator of career values rather than their determinant.
These results provide a contribution to the understanding of
job motivations among future corporate employees, a critical
determinant of all industrial transitions. Kowalik (2020)
investigates the economic benefits perceived by student
participants of scientific projects. Based on the survey, the
author reveals students’ recognition of scientific projects as
bringing economic effects. The study offers practical
implications for young people engaging in research activities,
as well as for research policy that might acknowledge
additional important outcomes, besides purely scientific
objectives. The third part discusses how governing networks
and interests can ensure sustainable and socially responsible
industries and enterprises. Sectoral and industrial
collaborations are supposed to enhance industrial
convergence (EOCIC, 2019). In this vein, Lis (2020) focuses
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on collaborative
Cluster organizations are established to rip the localization
and agglomeration economies, as well as synergies from
cooperative links. Despite some history of operations, the
surveyed Polish cluster initiatives and technology parks still
reveal low development of enterprise cooperation. The author
suggests self-evaluation of management and participants of
the researched organizations to understand the accomplished
level of collaboration and derive practical implications. This
contribution is important to understand the performance of
some organizational measures of industrial policy and their
real input to industrial transformation. The chapter by
Kowalczyk (2020) investigates sociocultural conditions of
CSR-practices in the construction industry of selected
European countries. Based on a survey with a large
convenience sample, the author confirms the strength of
stakeholder pressure on CSR practice as well as the
mediating role of company culture in this relationship. At the
same time, country differences were indicated as significant
for CSR practice and worth further explanation of its variance.
This study is valuable for the explanation of interests and
stakeholder pressure affecting a particular industry, thus
determining the development conditions of that industry.
Another industry-specific study has been proposed by KurzakMabrouk (2020), who focuses on food businesses. This
chapter addresses the critical strategic direction of NIP that
refers to sustainable and responsible growth with regard to
environmental protection. The author performed the
interviews with top and middle managers of a large
representative sample of Polish food companies. The findings
are optimistic, since the majority of companies undertake the
efforts towards comprehensive sustainable development
strategies voluntarily, and not only due to legal enforcement.
Still, the researched enterprises do not fully apply these
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Resonating with the study by Lis (2020),
Flieger (2020) identifies network types according to the
collaboration maturity level in a local government unit. The
research on collaborative networks in public organizations still
remains unique. Therefore, this study fills the research gap.
The author uses a casebased approach to identify the
network features that change according to the maturity level
of relationships. The findings are useful for the practice of
developing collaboration in local governments and contribute
to our understanding of the context for industrial
development.
The rapid urbanization that began with industrialization has
begun to cause many problems. New approaches are
emerging today to minimize these problems and make urban
areas more livable. These problems include insufficient social
facilities in urban areas for increasing populations due to
migration and unbalanced use of green areas, water, and
energy resources due to urbanization. Careless consumption
and the pollution of natural resources will cause people many
more problems in the future than they do today in urban
development. Many professional disciplines have noticed this
unbalanced development in urban areas. Urban areas have
larger populations than rural areas today. Urban areas are
developed neglectfully. Sustainability is needed as a criterion
for urban areas to develop in a more livable and healthy
fashion. Sustainable urban development approaches are
seen in many fields, ranging from land use to the use of
natural resources in urban areas.
One of the most pivotal tasks of a regional government is to
find different and innovative ways to develop their economies.
Formulating universities, in that respect, potentially holds the
key to competitive global economic success. Smart
Specialization Strategies and the Role of Entrepreneurial
Universities is a crucial reference source that examines a new
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where universities can act as a partner
institution, policy actor, and producer of knowledge that can
affect the potential for economic growth and development of
regions. While highlighting topics such as economic
development, entrepreneurship ecosystem evolution, and
regional competitiveness, this publication explores the varying
dynamics that are evolving toward the successful mobilization
of university resources on regional economies. This book is
ideally designed for policymakers, administrators,
researchers, developers, academicians, marketers, and
business professionals.
This book explores statistical models in regional
specialization, presenting a brand new measure. It begins by
reviewing existing indicators and models of regional
specialization before outlining a newly created, spatially
embedded model of specialization based on the spatial
distribution of firms. It addresses the various applications of
the model, and how the model can be used in regional policy.
This edited volume brings together a group of expert
contributors to explorebthe opportunities and the challenges
that Industry 4.0 (smart manufacturing) is likely to pose for
regions, fi rms and jobs in Europe. Drawing on theory and
empirical cases, it considers emerging issues like
servitization, new innovation models for local production
systems and the increase in reshoring. Industry 4.0 and
Regional Transformations captures the complexity of this new
manufacturing model in an accessible way and considers its
implications for the future. It will be essential reading for
advanced students and researchers and policy makers in
regional studies, industrial policy, economic geography,
innovation studies, operations management and engineering.

Smart SpecialisationOpportunities and Challenges for
Regional Innovation PolicyRoutledge
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and long-standing debate on possible
solutions to the regional vulnerabilities of globalisation. In
2014, the European Commission began implementing
Smart Specialisation Strategy, a place-based strategy of
growth, regional transformation and new industrial policy
with collective entrepreneurial discovery processes
(EDP) at its core. This volume approaches the mystery
of entrepreneurial discovery; that is, how relevant
knowledge is created, converted and shared in a process
of discovery. These essays bring together scholars from
economics, geography, sociology, organisation studies,
innovation studies, and complexity theory, offering new
approaches to overcome the limitations of place-based
development and suggesting improved methods leading
to growth.
This book focuses on the main challenges that cities,
regions and other territories at sub-national level face
when it comes to designing and implementing a territorial
strategy for economic development and competitiveness.
There is a widespread recognition that territories need to
construct strategies that focus on shaping sustainable
competitive advantages. To do this they draw upon their
own unique resources and capabilities alongside
intelligence on existing technological and market trends.
However, there is still a notorious lack of both theoretical
and empirical research on this issue. The first part of this
book develops a theoretical framework for understanding
and analysing territorial strategy. This framework asks
three questions of territorial strategy – what for, what,
and how – looking closely at the key relationship
between strategy and policy. The second part is
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application to a series of unique cases from around the
world at different territorial levels, from regions such as
the Basque Country, Navarre and Murcia in Spain,
Okanagan (British Columbia) in Canada, Wales in the
United Kingdom, and the cross-border region of the
Øresund in Denmark–Sweden, as well as the city of
Rafaela in Argentina. Each case offers something
different and enables the framework to be thoroughly
tested, generating concluding reflections that add real
value for scholars and policy-makers interested in and
working in the field of territorial strategy. This volume is
intended for the academic community, the policy
community (government leaders, policy-makers, policy
researchers and consultants) and university students
and teachers at different levels interested in the areas of
territorial competitiveness, regional development,
competitiveness policies and processes of territorial
strategy.
This book explores the role of cities and the urban–rural
linkages in spurring innovation embedded in spatial
planning, strategic and economic planning, and decision
support systems. In particular, the contributions examine
the complexity of the current transitional phase towards
achieving smart, inclusive and sustainable growth, and
investigate the post-2020 UE cohesion policy.The main
topics include: Innovation dynamics and smart cities;
Urban regeneration – community-led and PPP; Inland
and urban area development; Mobility, accessibility,
infrastructures; Heritage, landscape and Identity; and
Risk management, Environment and Energy.The book
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and discussion at the 3rd International Symposium New
Metropolitan Perspectives (ISTH2020), held at the
University of Reggio Calabria, Italy on 22–25 May 2018.
The symposium, which addressed the challenge of local
knowledge and innovation dynamics towards territory
attractiveness, hosted the final event of the MAPS-LED
project under Horizon2020 – MSCA RISE.
"This monograph presents the experience in the
implementation of smart specialization strategies (S3)
from multi-level policy governance, as well as from the
bottom-up perspectives of firms, clusters, and networks
in selected European countries. The presented research
focuses on relevance and feasibility of the S3 adoption,
emphasizing the importance of linking policy
considerations with partnerships at lower governance
levels. The major contribution of the presented research
rests in theoretical implications and practical
recommendations relevant for the implementation of
regional S3 in the European context, with the possibility
of place-based adoption in other environments. The book
is also valuable for synthesizing the most recent
advancements in smart specialization as policy concept
and the concept of transformation and growth for
territorial units and economic entities. This book aims to
further diffuse and expand the academic community's
learning of the new S3 approach in Europe and beyond.
The book will be of interest and useful to the academic
community of researchers and doctoral students focused
on regional innovation development and related policy,
as well as on entrepreneurship, networks, and clusters.
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Public sector
dealing with regional
development, regional innovation policies, and industrial
transformation will also benefit from its content"-This open access book presents the outcomes of the
symposium "NEW METROPOLITAN PERSPECTIVES,"
held at Mediterranea University, Reggio Calabria, Italy
on May 26-28, 2020. Addressing the challenge of
Knowledge Dynamics and Innovation-driven Policies
Towards Urban and Regional Transition, the book
presents a multi-disciplinary debate on the new frontiers
of strategic and spatial planning, economic programs
and decision support tools in connection with urban-rural
area networks and metropolitan centers. The respective
papers focus on six major tracks: Innovation dynamics,
smart cities and ICT; Urban regeneration, community-led
practices and PPP; Local development, inland and urban
areas in territorial cohesion strategies; Mobility,
accessibility and infrastructures; Heritage, landscape and
identity;and Risk management,environment and energy.
The book also includes a Special Section on Rhegion
United Nations 2020-2030. Given its scope, the book will
benefit all researchers, practitioners and policymakers
interested in issues concerning metropolitan and
marginal areas.
This book discusses the latest theoretical advances in
regional innovation research, presents empirical cases
involving the development of regional innovation systems
(RISs), and explores regional innovation policy
approaches. Grounded in the extensive literature on
RISs, it addresses state-of-the-art developments in light
of recent theoretical advances in economic geography
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Asheim's seventieth birthday, the book includes novel
and carefully selected chapters prepared by
collaborators, colleagues and former PhD-students of
one of the founding fathers of RIS research. Further, it
makes a significant contribution to the academic debate
on regional innovation and growth and offers valuable
insights for scholars and policymakers alike.
Driven by European Union policy challenges, this cuttingedge book focuses upon the Regional Innovation Impact
(RII) of universities, to analyse the socioeconomic impact
that universities in Europe have on their hometowns,
metropolitan areas and regions.
This open access book is among the first crossdisciplinary works about Manufacturing 4.0. It includes
chapters about the technical, the economic, and the
social aspects of this important phenomenon. Together
the material presented allows the reader to develop a
holistic picture of where the manufacturing industry and
the parts of the society that depend on it may be going in
the future. Manufacturing 4.0 is not only a technical
change, nor is it a purely technically driven change, but it
is a societal change that has the potential to disrupt the
way societies are constructed both in the positive and in
the negative. This book will be of interest to scholars
researching manufacturing, technological innovation,
innovation management and industry 4.0.
The aim of this Handbook is to take stock of regional
competitiveness and complementary concepts as a
means of presenting a state-of-the-art discussion of the
contemporary theories, perspectives and empirical
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help make sense of the determinants
of uneven development across regions. Drawing on an
international field of leading scholars, the book is
assembled and organized so that readers can first learn
about the theoretical underpinnings of regional
competitiveness and development theory, before moving
on to deeper discussions of key factors and principal
elements, the emergence of allied concepts, empirical
applications, and the policy context.
The book critically reflects on some of the most important
novelties and experimentations in the context of the
European Union’s renewed urban and regional policy in
the last programming period, 2014-2020. In particular, it
examines four main innovations characterizing this
period, which emerged as a result of the deep rethinking
and reorganization of Cohesion Policy in the spirit of the
place-based approach to local development, i.e. the
development of the smart specialization strategy, the
establishment of macro-regions, the focus on the urban
dimension as a horizontal priority, and the role of social
innovation in urban policy. Unlike other similar books, it
analyzes the urban dimension of the reformed EU
cohesion policy, especially focusing on its interplay with
the regional dimension, and which has not been fully
addressed to date. The book is intended for social
scientists engaged in research on European issues,
especially from regional and urban perspectives, policymakers, particularly at the local level, and graduate
students interested in regional and urban European
matters.
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Traditional statistics, with a lack of publicly available data
at the disaggregated (sub-sectoral and regional) level,
often do not provide adequate information. Therefore,
new methods and approaches are required so that
scientists and experts that can inform decision-makers
and stakeholders in choosing priorities and directions for
their innovation strategies. The book replies to such a
need by offering advanced mapping methodologies for
innovation policies with a special focus on approaches
that take into account place-based policies.
This book discusses the importance of innovation and
entrepreneurial ecosystems in supporting regional
competitiveness. It also encourages academics,
business professionals and policy-makers to rethink
innovation ecosystems as drivers of regional
competitiveness, demonstrating the complex interactions
between regional economic and social actors, and their
impact on regional competitiveness. Further, the book
examines the role of entrepreneurship and innovation
policies in different regions (e.g. lagging regions, rural
regions, etc.), and describes critical success factors in
multi-level technologies and innovation policies and
strategies.
One-size-fits-all cluster policies have been rightly
criticized in the literature. One promising approach is to
focus cluster policies on the specific needs of firms
depending on the stage of development (emergence,
growth, sustainment or decline) their cluster is in. In this
highly insightful book, these stage-specific cluster
policies are analysed and evaluated. Moreover, several
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on smart specialization policies to
promote regional development by taking into account the
emergence and adaptation of clusters and industries.
This book provides a comprehensive overview of role of
entrepreneurship, technology commercialisation and
innovation policy for the achievement of economic
development and prosperity in African societies. It
adopts a broad innovation systems approach. The book
examines entrepreneurship, innovation, and technology
commercialisation alongside context-specific factors
associated with them. It also provides an interdisciplinary
perspective, by discussing the above disciplines in a
connected way. This book is presented in three distinct
parts. It starts by discussing entrepreneurship and the
state of the entrepreneurial ecosystem in Africa. It then
moves on to present technology commercialisation in
Africa, before finally discussing the future directions for
entrepreneurship, technology commercialisation and
innovation policy. This broad picture provided in the book
enables the reader to grasp the relevant messages,
whilst the detailed analysis applies world-class theories
and frameworks to deepen the readers understanding of
key concepts and issues examined.
Regional growth in the European Union hinges to a large
extent on smart specialization, a new and exciting theme
in economic innovation studies. Advances in the Theory
and Practice of Smart Specialization illuminates
problems that have stifled the implementation of smart
specialization policies, such as unique regional
constraints and the inter-dependent demands of
economic growth and commercial development. ForwardPage 17/30
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involved in European affairs and others grappling with
regional innovation and economic development
worldwide. Emphasizes specific contexts for smart
specialization, its international approach and institutional
preconditions Examines comparable initiatives worldwide
Explains how to implement smart specialization policies
given different development levels of regions and
countries

Structural change is an evolutionary process that is
often cumulative within territories, improving the
quality of life and achieving higher development
levels. At the same time, smart cities, education and
social innovation are essential to promoting
sustainable development. This book examines
regional and entrepreneurial development as a
creative and dynamic concept by considering the
role of these dimensions in promoting a virtuous
cycle for long-term sustainable development.
The local levels of economies have felt the impact of
technological change and globalization. These
forces have triggered the need to understand the
dynamic mechanisms that enable locales to respond
to such changes. For example, the downsizing of
traditional employers because of a major loss in
market share due to new competitors, acquisition by
global firms, or off-shoring of production or services
was traditionally thought to be beyond the scope of
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business leaders. In the world of practice, those
concerned about the economic performance of placecity, region or state-are increasingly focused on how
to adapt to these trends and leverage their existing
resources to respond to these global challenges as a
positive opportunity. The Oxford Handbook of Local
Competitiveness brings together some of the leading
minds in the fields of business, economics, and the
social sciences to identify, articulate, and analyze
what influences and shapes local competitiveness
and what places can do to enhance their economic
performance. The contributors to the Handbook
provide a body of systematic analyses suggesting
that the local context is a critical element of the
forces that shape competitiveness. The challenges
to generate and sustain economic performance vary
across places, and the factors and conditions that
either enhance or impede competiveness also are
place-specific. Finally, the characteristics and nature
of what constitutes success also vary across places.
This Handbook is essential reading material for
academics in the fields of economics and public
policy, as well as business leaders who hope to gain
a more in-depth understanding of their field.
Informative and intellectually rigorous, The Oxford
Handbook of Local Competitiveness is the definitive
volume of scholarly analysis regarding the
relationship between place and economic
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In recent years, smart specialisation has been a key
building block of regional economic and
development policy across the European Union.
Providing targeted support for innovation and
research, it has helped identify those areas of
greatest strategic potential, developing mechanisms
to involve the fullest range of stakeholders, before
setting strategic priorities and using the policy to
maximize the knowledge-based potential of a region
or territory. Governing Smart Specialisation
contributes to the emerging debate about the role of
the ‘entrepreneurial discovery process’ (EDP),
which is at the heart of smart specialisation
strategies for regional economic transformation.
Particular focus in placed on what methods,
procedures and institutional conditions are
necessary in order to generate information that helps
buttress policy decisions. It draws on existing
literature that analyses the relevance of EDP within
smart specialisation for regional policy. Chapters are
complemented with case studies about regions with
different geographical and socioeconomic
characteristics in Europe: from Norwegian regions to
the Greek region of East Macedonia and Thrace. As
one of the first books to directly address the EDP,
this is essential reading for students interested in
regional economics, public policy, urban studies and
technology innovation, as well as for policy makers
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This monograph presents the experience in the
implementation of smart specialization strategies
(S3) from multilevel policy governance, as well as
from the bottom-up perspectives of firms, clusters,
and networks in selected European countries. The
presented research focuses on relevance and
feasibility of the S3 adoption, emphasizing the
importance of linking policy considerations with
partnerships at lower governance levels. The major
contribution of the presented research rests in
theoretical implications and practical
recommendations relevant for the implementation of
regional S3 in the European context, with the
possibility of place-based adoption in other
environments. The book is also valuable for
synthesizing the most recent advancements in smart
specialization as a policy concept and the concept of
transformation and growth for territorial units and
economic entities. This book aims to further diffuse
and expand the academic community’s learning of
the new S3 approach in Europe and beyond. The
book will be of interest and useful to the academic
community of researchers and doctoral students
focused on regional innovation development and
related policy, as well as on entrepreneurship,
networks, and clusters. Public sector professionals
dealing with regional development, regional
innovation policies, and industrial transformation will
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This is the first book on a new policy approach that
has been widely adopted in Europe and beyond. It
analyses the concept of smart specialisation and
discuss the need for smart specialisation strategies,
explains why the approach is new and different from
more standard policy processes and explores what
are the conditions for successful implementation.
Smart Specialisation: Opportunities and Challenges
for Regional Innovation Policy describes the origin of
the concept, explains when a smart specialisation
policy is necessary, provides a detailed analysis of
the design principles of the policy and discuss the
pertinence of this approach according to regional
development levels. Finally the book discuss the
practical implementation phase of the process –
based on the first feedback acquired from certain
regions engaged in the preparation of their smart
specialisation strategy. The book is original in that it
provides the first full analysis of smart specialisation
strategies both at theoretical and practical levels. It
has been written at the critical period of the
implementation of smart specialisation strategies in
every region in Europe. The fact that the EU has
adopted smart specialisation as a mandatory
principle for every region and member states will
make this book well received by and very useful for:
i) policy makers in regional and national
administrations in Europe, ii) policy makers in other
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parts of the world who are in charge of regional
policy and have heard about the concept, iii)
consultants, analysts and experts who are active on
the "markets for smart specialisation diagnosis and
expertise", iv) scholars, researchers and graduate
students working in the field of regional studies,
technology policy and geography of innovation.
The first global workshop on Smart Specialisation
was organised in Seville on 25 September 2018.
This workshop has showcased the variety of
experiences and interests generated by Smart
Specialisation on the five continents and represented
a first step towards the creation of an international
community of Smart Specialisation. Building on the
outcomes and lessons from this event, the present
Science for Policy report brings together
experiences, policy aspects, challenges and
opportunities gravitating around the topic of Smart
Specialisation worldwide, and elaborates on the
further international potential of the Smart
Specialisation concept and approach.
International Business is a well-established research
field, in which regionalisation has recently gained
significant prominence. Europe comprises
marketplaces characterised by unique patterns of
highly advanced economic integration. No other
marketplace in the world has progressed to the
same levels of harmonisation across sovereign
countries and economies. European Business is a
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subject in its own right with its own research
momentum. Contemporary research evidences that
firms view Europe as a challenging, mostly – yet not
entirely – mature market location. Yet this location,
often seen from a multi-country perspective, is
subject to complexities revealing strategic corporate
strengths and weaknesses. Theory, concepts and
models known from International Business hence
often vary in their applicability and relevance in this
business environment. This comprehensive
reference volume brings together a global team of
contributors to analyse and overview the key issues,
themes and phenomena that affect business in
Europe. With interdisciplinary perspectives, the book
covers crucial themes that any European Business
research needs to acknowledge, including business
cultures and identity, entrepreneurship and
innovation, M&A and institutional trends, European
HRM, migration, climate change issues, Brexit, and
more. The selection of authors, from 17 countries
worldwide, reflects the international scope of this
research field and its agenda. A unique resource,
this book provides an essential guide to researchers,
research students and scholars of business and the
social sciences, as well as the informed business
community.
The existence and persistence of regional disparities
between European regions require context-tailored
policies to promote structural change. This book
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explores the congruence between place-based
development and regional competitiveness in the EU
context. Drawing on a range of social science
disciplines, this book unpicks the complexity of
regional transformation processes, aiming to
enhance the applicability and transferability of
theoretical approaches to innovation and placebased regional development in diverse European
territorial settings. The contributors have a particular
focus on less-favoured regions and on the
application of Smart Specialisation – a strategic
approach to innovation-based regional development
– to the issues at hand. The book comes at a critical
moment, meeting the growing demand of
academics, practitioners and policymakers with an
interest in promoting regional economic growth and
well-being.
Smart specialisation is the new policy approach to the
development of regional innovation systems across
Europe and it involves fostering innovative and
entrepreneurial initiatives which are well tailored to the
local context. The different technologies, skills profiles,
business activities, institutions and sectors which reflect
a region’s economic strengths and potential are to be
fostered and encouraged to diversify in ways which also
exploit the region’s linkages with broader global valuechains. Yet, the ideas contained in the smart
specialisation agenda have until now been primarily
conceptual in nature. The Empirical and Institutional
Dimensions of Smart Specialisation draws together
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some of the
leading
regional economists and scientists in
Europe to analyse how smart specialisation is working in
practice. This book investigates different dimensions of
the agenda as it is developing across parts of Europe
from both quantitative and qualitative perspectives. The
quantitative analysis examines the nature of the
diversification processes undertaken by regions and the
interplay between the chosen local regional development
priorities and the wider global value-chain impacts of
these choices. Meanwhile, the qualitative analysis
examines the institutional opportunities and challenges
facing policy makers and the key elements most likely to
provide the underpinnings of a workable set of policy
settings. The book is aimed both at academic
researchers interested in the interface between
economic geography and regional innovation systems as
well as at policy makers making public policy decisions
related to regional development at the local, city, regional
or national levels.
This thought-provoking book questions the framework of
the Horizon 2020 strategy and the policies of smart
development. It aims to answer the following question: Is
there any possibility for a policy of smart development
and smart specialization in rural and peri-urban areas?
Based on detailed analytical studies, empirical and
econometric methods, as well as various European case
studies, several conclusions are drawn. Smart
development policies are well adapted to the developed
or intermediate regions containing at the same time rural
and urban areas, but do not really function for the more
rural or more peripheral regions. The development
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areas must be adapted to their particular
characteristics, to the structure of their economies
(agriculture, small firms), as well as in their diversity
(distant regions, intermediate regions, rural areas near
the urban areas). It appears interesting to exploit natural
and cultural amenities, to develop the multifunctional
character of the agriculture, to promote territorial
innovation under all its forms, to favor the synergies
between the various uses of land and space, and to
develop the knowledge on the ecological, socioeconomic
processes, as well as on the mechanisms of territorial
governance. These results are very important because
they question the validity of the H2020 policy and the
smart development and smart specialization policies and
their applicability to the whole European area, and not
only for the most urban and rich areas. It will be valuable
reading for students, researchers and policy-makers in
regional development, rural studies, spatial planning and
economic geography.
With regions and nations having formally fulfilled the ex
ante conditionality, this book provides a first overall
review of RIS3 policy processes, aiming to assess the
consistency of the concept of smart specialization from
an applied, policy-oriented perspective. Moving from the
theory of design to the practice of implementation, the
reflections and case studies in this volume reveal
strengths and weaknesses in the way concrete
strategies have been conceived and implemented,
enabling reflections on the future of the concept in a
more general sense. In many cases, smart specialization
strategies turn out to be new variants of regional
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Cities embracing the importance of a
development
place-based approach. However, the approach’s
potential to add distinctive value will stem from its
capacity to turn innovation and knowledge into tools for
local development by harnessing them for wider
territorial development goals. By helping regions to
identify and leverage untapped resources through new
processes, smart specialization-based policies may help
to reconcile cohesion and competitiveness objective.
Consequently, new approaches appear most promising
where institutional, administrative and political conditions
allow the setup of genuinely new processes and where
their focus is on territorial assets in a comprehensive
manner rather than mere industrial renewal. This book
was originally published as a special issue of European
Planning Studies.
This volume gathers the latest advances and innovations
in the triple helix of university-industry-government
relations, as presented by leading international
researchers at the II International Triple Helix Summit
2018, held in Dubai, UAE on November 10-13, 2018,
which brought together experts, practitioners and
academics across disciplines that address the dynamics
of government, industry and academia. It covers
analysis, theory, measurements and empirical enquiry in
all aspects of university-industry-government
interactions, as well as the international bases and
dimensions of triple helix relations, their impacts, and
social, economic, political, cultural, health and
environmental implications. It also examines the role of
government/academia/industry in building innovationPage 28/30
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and
nations, and in transforming nations into
knowledge-based sustainable economies. The
contributions, which were selected by means of a
rigorous international peer-review process, highlight
numerous exciting ideas that will spur novel research
directions and foster multidisciplinary collaboration
among different specialists.
This Expo book brings together leading academic and
policymaker experts to reflect on the significant
challenges faced by lagging regions in participating in
the European Union’s Research and Innovation
Strategies for Smart Specialisation (RIS3) programme. In
doing so, the book offers a set of new policy
recommendations on the design and implementation of
appropriate Smart Specialisation Strategies (S3) in
lagging regions, which may enable them to benefit from
the opportunities of digitalisation and Industry 4.0 (I4.0).
The Open Access version of this book, available at http://
www.tandfebooks.com/doi/view/10.4324/978131540186
7, has been made available under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 3.0 license.
This book brings together academics, members of
European institutions, and regional and national level
policymakers in order to assess the performance and
direction of EU Cohesion policy against the background
of the most significant reforms to the policy in a
generation. Responding to past criticisms of the
effectiveness of the policy, the policy changes introduced
in 2013 have aligned European Structural and
Investment Funds with the Europe 2020 strategy and
introduced measures to improve strategic coherence,
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integrated development. EU Cohesion
Policy: Reassessing performance and direction argues
that policy can only be successfully developed and
implemented if there is input from both academics and
practitioners. The chapters in the book address four
important issues: the effectiveness and impact of
Cohesion policy at European, national and regional
levels; the contribution of Cohesion policy to the Europe
2020 strategy of smart, sustainable and inclusive growth;
the importance of quality of government and
administrative capacity for the effective management of
the Funds; and the inter-relationships between
institutions, territory and place-based policies. The
volume will be an invaluable resource to students,
academics and policymakers across economics, regional
studies, European studies and international relations.
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